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Reassurance for Group Water Schemes 
 

Irish Water will NOT be taking over the sector 
 

The NFGWS wishes to reassure Group Water Scheme (GWS) boards and members that there is NO 
fear of an Irish Water takeover of the GWS sector.  

 
It needs to be clearly understood that Irish Water cannot and will not be taking over GWSs 
now or at any point in the future without the say-so of the communities who own the 
schemes, or in other extremely exceptional circumstances. 
 
The NFGWS is aware that there continues to be some public confusion and concern about the future of 
GWSs. GWSs are outside the remit of Irish Water for as long as they choose to remain as community-
owned and community-run drinking water services. The only basis on which any GWS can be brought 
under the Irish Water entity is where the membership of that scheme decides that it wants to hand over 
its assets and give up on managing its own water supply or in exceptional circumstances such as a 
substantial threat to public health that cannot be resolved in any other way.  
 
Given the vibrancy of the privately sourced GWS sector in this country, there is little likelihood of such 
hand-overs for the foreseeable future. Publicly sourced GWSs now receive their water supply from Irish 
Water. These schemes are also wholly owned by their members. Again Irish Water can only take these 
schemes over with the agreement of the members or in exceptional circumstances such as a serious 
public health concern. There are issues that remain to be clarified in relation to these schemes and their 
future relationship with Irish Water. The NFGWS has made a number of submissions to the Commission 
for Energy Regulation (Water), the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government and 
Irish Water in relation to these issues and we will continue to engage with all relevant parties on behalf 
of this sector as policies and procedures are developed. For now and until the end of 2016 at the earliest 
these schemes continue to deal directly with their Local Authority and they continue to be charged for 
their water supply in the same manner and with the same domestic allowances that applied up to 1 
January 2014. 
 
As long as GWS members wish to retain ownership of their scheme and as long as there are members 
available to oversee the scheme’s management, there will be no ownership or management role for 
Irish Water in the GWS. This message cannot be stated forcefully enough, because there is confusion 
and there is a nagging doubt within some GWS boards and memberships that Irish Water takeover at 
some point is inevitable - nothing could be further from the truth. The independence of the sector is 
enshrined in law and there is no reason why that should ever change. 


