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It gives me great pleasure to report that 2005 was another remarkable year for the group water
scheme sector and to point out that we are now in sight of achieving one of our primary objectives
– the delivery of a safe drinking water supply to the rural communities that we serve. It is worth
remembering that we prioritised this goal in our Strategic Plan agreed just three years ago. Some
months later our focus sharpened further with the publication of the National Rural Water
Monitoring Committee’s Action Plan for Rural Drinking Water Quality 2003-2006. Now, as we
begin 2006, we can state with confidence that by the end of this year sub-standard drinking water
supplies will have been eliminated on schemes serving the overwhelming majority of rural households
supplied by this sector and that work will have begun on the remainder.

That we have reached our present position is due largely to the committees of individual group water
schemes who recognised that the strategy agreed between the NFGWS and our partners under the
Rural Water Programme (RWP) was the only viable way forward. Recognition is due also to
Minister Dick Roche, TD, who honoured commitments made to our Federation in November 2004,
shortly after he took up the Environment portfolio. Mr Roche promised that the RWP would be ade-
quately resourced in 2005 and, to his credit, he delivered on that promise, providing a record d125
million capital allocation last year. His confidence was repaid, local authorities the length and
breadth of the country working hand-in-hand with group water schemes and with the other partners
to the RWP to push forward a massive programme of infrastructural investment.

It is worth noting that in those western counties where most work is required, that the spend exceeded
100% and it is worth noting also that Cavan has again been to the fore and has spent a staggering
d4.4 million above its allocation! I accept that in other counties the tedious (if unavoidable) slow run-
in to starting projects and some delays in completion has meant an underspend on their allocation,
but I expect that the Rural Water Monitoring Committees in these local authority areas will be
anxious to push forward in 2006 and to make up lost ground. I want to emphasise again that these
committees should now be in place, that they should be meeting on a regular basis and that they should
be provided with all relevant information on spending under the RWP and be part of the decision-
making process in respect of future plans. A genuine partnership is the surest path to success.

As the upgrading programme has advanced, our Federation has become acutely aware that there is
a serious question mark over the viability of our smaller schemes, particularly within the context of
paying a contractor to produce quality drinking water. Even with a full draw down of available grants,
the price of an upgrade is far beyond what some can afford.This problem is particularly evident in the
West where many schemes have less than 50 households. For this reason, the NFGWS Board, man-
agement and staff are actively pursuing a policy of encouraging smaller schemes to amalgamate with
their neighbours to create sufficient mass, not only to pay for upgrading, but also to ensure that the
future running of their water service can be adequately resourced. While we accept that this is a
tough decision for schemes to make, nonetheless it is a matter of survival.

And speaking of smaller schemes, we agree with the EPA that steps must now be taken to address
the needs of tiny schemes which come under the terms of the water quality regulations by virtue of
their supplying a business or social centre. An evaluation of this sector is urgently required in every
local authority area and this should be completed in 2006.

The cost of treated water is an issue facing our sector as never before and this highlights the need to
limit wastage. I believe that we are well on the way to managing the flow of water through our
distribution systems thanks to the measures introduced to reduce wastage and control the flow of
water through our networks. Grants available towards leak detection and the installation of meters
have undoubtedly provided a huge incentive to group schemes to move resolutely towards universal
metering. Those schemes which have yet to embark on a metering programme should do so immedi-
ately. Similarly, we would encourage schemes to avail of the new specially-designed training course on
leak detection designed in 2005 under the auspices of the Water Services National Training Group.

The provision of relevant training has been a key objective of the Federation throughout the three
years of the NFGWS Strategic Plan.With numbers attending the operational training centres falling,
in 2004 it was decided to make courses more easily accessible to group schemes. Following on from
this, 2005 saw the roll-out of two new courses tailored for the needs of GWS activists. Besides the
leak detection course already referred to (which understandably has to be held in properly equipped
WSNTG centres), NFGWS staff have begun providing a course on the Performance Management
System, so that schemes will be adequately equipped to deal with the O&M phase of their DBO con-
tracts.This training is available in convenient local centres. In  terms of the ongoing delivery of man-
agement training, I am delighted that in 2005 we had by far the highest uptake to date on our 8-
module managerial course for the Directors of GWS.

After several years of planning, the source protection pilot project progressed to a new level in 2005
with the opening of a  Centre for Freshwater Studies at Dundalk Institute of Technology and the
recruitment of postgraduate students to work on the ground in Churchill & Oram GWS. Again, the
group water scheme sector has been to the fore in promoting this initiative and in ensuring that it
got off the ground. We eagerly await the findings but, having said that, we should not be waiting
before taking active steps to protect our own drinking water sources. Simple measures can make a
huge difference to water quality and these should quickly be identified and implemented in consulta-
tion and agreement with local farmers and householders.

National Federation of Group Water Schemes
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Board members of the National Federation of Group Water Schemes pictured at the final meeting of 2005 in Athlone on 16 December.
Pictured are: Seated l-r Paddy Ward,Tony Prendiville, Brendan O’Mahony, John O’Donnell, Michael John Kilgannon, John Heslin, Joe
Harte and Tom Burke. Standing l-r Mac Boyd, Noel Carroll, Gerald McCarthy (Advisor), Jimmy Walsh and Vincent Farrelly. Continuing
the practice of recent years, the Board reviewed developments under the Rural Water Programme with senior officials from the
Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.
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Another development in 2005 of major interest to group schemes was the start-up of the Rainwater
Harvesting Pilot Project at a housing development in Ballinabranna, County Carlow and on a  farm
at Clonalvy, County Meath. Like the Source Protection Pilot (and other water services initiatives),
this is being conducted under the auspices of the National Rural Water Monitoring Committee, with
the Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT) carrying out the study. While they are very different, both
pilot projects are addressing the key issue of environmental sustainability and both have the potential
to make a positive impact on the cost of water to group schemes and our members.

As always, I am indebted to my Board colleagues for their support during the past twelve months
and can report that our meetings were both harmonious and productive! But, of course, we are not
alone.The Board and membership of the NFGWS have the consistent and professional service pro-
vided by a dedicated management and staff as well as several additional trainers whose expertise has
been called on in recent years. During 2005 we lost the services of David Murphy (development
officer in the Southern Region), and we wish him every success in the future. On the other hand, we
saw the welcome return to work of Catríona Greaney and the appointment of Karen Mulkeen to our
Kiltimagh office. We also saw a valuable contribution to our development work in the West by my
Board colleague, Noel Carroll.

To all of the above and to the many others who assist the Federation in its work, many thanks. May
you and all of our group water schemes have a successful year in 2006.

Brendan O’Mahony

NFGWS Chairperson

Minister at the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, Dick Roche,TD, pictured in Castlebar Regional
Training Centre on 16 February 2005 when he announced a d125 million capital allocation under the Rural Water Programme.
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Drinking water quality dominated the group scheme agenda in 2005, as it has done for several years
past. In the course of the year the National Pilot DBO Bundling Project in County Monaghan was
completed and 2005 also saw major progress towards the finalisation of three further DBO projects
and the start of construction on five others. It is anticipated that final preparatory work on the
remaining bundles will be completed in 2007. Across all of these projects, intensive advance works
have been ongoing over the past twelve months. Besides the provision of new reservoirs and access
roads and the replacement of critical mains, there was a particular focus on the issue of unaccounted
for water. Similarly, the issue of GWS viability emerged as a key consideration for the sector,
smaller schemes being encouraged to amalgamate in advance of upgrades.

While the main focus was on the water quality issue, the Federation did not lose sight of its wider
responsibility to the needs of group schemes, not least in preparing them to cope with an ever more strin-
gent legislative and regulatory environment. New operational training courses designed to meet the
needs of group scheme activists were finalised in 2005, while the past year also saw the largest take-
up to date of the NFGWS Management Training Course introduced in 2002. The Water Sevices
National Training Group (WSNTG) continued to provide invaluable support in the area of GWS
training, as did the National Training Agency, FÁS.

Environmental sustainability is becoming ever more important and the GWS sector played its part
in two crucial areas; source protection (through the National Pilot Project at Churchill & Oram
GWS) and water conservation through a massive programme of leak detection and metering, as well
as support for a rainwater harvesting pilot project designed to reduce the use of treated water where
it is not required. We greatly value the lead role being played by the National Rural Water
Monitoring Committee (NRWMC) in all of these initiatives.

The benefits of our continued partnership approach to the Rural Water Programme (RWP) were
seen in the vastly increased spend in 2005, especially in the counties of the West where work is most
required. In addition, we successfully lobbied for 100% funding towards interconnecting pipework on
schemes amalgamating as part of a DBO upgrade. Here, the role of the NRWMC in mediating
between the group scheme sector and the Department is much appreciated. Beyond that, the willing-
ness of the Minister, Dick Roche,TD, and his Department colleagues to positively consider common
sense submissions from the rural water sector has helped to copperfasten the partnership approach.
For their efforts in advancing the RWP, we are especially indebted to Jim Ganley, Carthage Cusack and
Terry Allen and we welcome Oliver Fogarty to his new role with the Programme.

Group schemes continued to benefit from the Federation’s network of development officers and staff.
There was some reorganisation towards the end of the year with a view to improving the service
provided to schemes and I appreciate the continued willingness of NFGWS employees to constantly
adapt their work practices for the good of the Federation.

All of this work is overseen by an active Board and I sincerely thank NFGWS Chairperson, Brendan
O’Mahony and his fellow Board members for their collective efforts in advancing the GWS sector
during 2005. Thanks are also due to local authority personnel, members of the NRWMC and
WSNTG, to FÁS (with particular thanks to Robert Burns) and to the National DBO Project
Manager, Louis Kilmartin, all of whom have ensured that 2005 was another year of measureable
progress for the rural water sector.

Seán Clerkin
National Co-ordinator
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The issue of sustainability emerged in conjunction with the development of the DBO bundling strategy, as
serious levels of unaccounted for water (UFW) posed question marks over the viability of installing treatment
plants on many schemes. As a direct consequence of
this (and following a submission from the NFGWS), a
series of supports were agreed for schemes entering
DBO contracts whereby water loss would be addressed
through a programme of leak detection, replacement of
defective mains and installation of meters on all con-
nections. This programme swung into action in 2005
with the installation of  tens of thousands of meters on
group water schemes and the replacement of hundreds
of kilometres of defective network.

Even when the issue of UFW was successfully being
addressed, the question of financial viability remained
for many smaller group water schemes. Some
rationalisation was clearly called for and for many sound
reasons, full amalgamation has emerged as the preferred
option where schemes are sharing a common treatment
facility. In May 2005, the NFGWS produced a document
Towards Rationalisation as the basis for lobbying for
100% support for interconnecting pipework between
schemes amalgamating as part of the DBO process.
Following on from this, NFGWS development staff in
conjunction with the relevant local authorities and
client’s representative, met group schemes and made
specific proposals to create viable structures which
would include two or more group water schemes. The
main area of work in this regard was on schemes in the second
Galway bundle, many of which have less than 50
households, and in the second Mayo bundle also.

During 2005 the Federation further developed its
support structures for group water schemes, with the
appointment of Karen Mulkeen as Health & Safety
Officer, based in Kiltimagh, and the welcome return to
work of Catriona Greaney. We did, however, lose the
services of David Murphy in Munster and this prompted
a reorganisation of regional responsibilities, implemented
at the close of the year. As of 31 December, the
Federation’s 11 employees worked out of offices in
Monaghan,Tuam, Kiltimagh and Tullamore.

316 schemes affiliated to the National Federation in 2005, a decrease on the numbers of schemes affiliated in
2004.This masks the fact that in 13 counties affiliation rose (if only marginally in some cases) while it declined
(again sometimes marginally) in 12 counties. Here it is worth recalling that in last year’s annual report, we
suggested that  ‘current demands on schemes have meant that some are finding it financially difficult to
affiliate, a situation exacerbated in counties where GWS are having difficulty drawing down their full subsidy
entitlement’.The fact that the most significant shortfall was in Mayo and Sligo would seem to confirm that at
a time of financial pressure, some schemes will leave their affiliation fees unpaid. Beyond this, it is worth
noting that each year there are less and less privately-sourced GWS, as a substantial number are connected to
public mains or are taken-in-charge by local authorities. Historically, publicly-sourced GWS have been less
inclined to affiliate, but there is a clear need for the Federation to get the message across that it represents all
group water schemes. Another factor is the process of rationalisation, where two or more schemes are now
federated as just one scheme.

The official opening in September of three treatment plants and associated works at Killanny-Reaghstown,
Aughnashalvey and Tydavnet group water schemes marked the completion of the Design, Build phase of the
National DBO Bundling Pilot Project in County Monaghan. Even before its completion, this pilot had demon-
strated the clear advantages of adopting DBO bundling in any national strategy to deal with deficient drinking
water supplies and, recognising this point, other counties adapted their strategic plans accordingly.

The formalisation of the strategy in the National Rural Water Monitoring Committee Action Plan for Rural
Drinking Water Quality (published February 2003) served to focus attention on DBO bundling across all areas
of group water scheme activity.The fruits of this were apparent during 2005 when, in addition to the Monaghan
pilot, there was major progress on DBO bundle projects in Cavan, Sligo, Mayo, Galway, Clare and Limerick.
Across all of these counties (and in Counties Meath and Roscommon), contracts were underway (or had been
completed) to deliver no fewer than 86 new GWS treatment plants and to upgrade a further 8 existing GWS
plants. In total, these DBO projects involve 107 group water schemes and over 26,000 GWS households.This is
exclusive of several public schemes which have been bundled as part of DBO projects in some areas.

Further DBO projects in Mayo, Galway, Roscommon, Leitrim and South Leinster are expected to have finalised
all planning stages in 2006, with construction likely to commence either in 2006 or early in 2007. While the
composition of some of these bundles is still being agreed, as of 31 December 2005 they incorporated 129
group water schemes and almost 15,000 GWS households.

Thus a strategy that the NRWMC Action Plan envisaged as catering for 34,000 GWS households, will have
resolved the water quality issue for some 41,000 homes. The remaining – approximately 9,000 – privately-
sourced GWS households are having their water quality issues resolved either through minor upgrades, con-
nection to a public main or taking-in-charge by the relevant local authority.

During 2005 NFGWS development staff worked with schemes and with local authorities to progress the
appropriate option in the case of each individual GWS. The scale of their success is evident in the regional
reports section of this report and in the fact that all but a6 million of the a125 million allocation under the
RWP was expended in 2005. Indeed, eleven counties (including Mayo and Galway) actually overspent their
allocation in the drive to resolve water quality issues in their local authority areas.Three other counties came
within sight of a 100% spend, while several others were only short in their spend because anticipated DBO
construction was unavoidably delayed.
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A programme to reduce Unnaccounted for Water (UFW) on schemes
entering DBO bundle projects was launched in Mayo where UFW was
found to be unacceptably high. Séamus Walsh of Lough
Mask/Creevagh GWS is pictured checking for leaks.

Minister Brendan Smith unveiling the plaque at Tydavnet GWS treatment plant, the last of eleven new plants constructed as part of the
National Pilot DBO Bundling Project. By the end of 2005, DBO contracts were agreed for 86 treatment plants serving 107 GWS.

NFGWS Annual Report Pamela  2/14/06  11:41  Page 10



Annual Report 2005 Page 13National Federation of Group Water SchemesPage 12

In terms of addressing the needs of group schemes, the Federation had an extremely busy year, overseen by the
National Board which met seven times. As has been the custom in recent years, every scheme was contacted
at least once by a staff member and in the case of schemes involved in upgrades, multiple meetings were held.
The main area of activity was in the West, with staff from all areas travelling to East Galway in November for
a series of one-on-one meetings with 50 of the 58 schemes involved in the second Galway DBO bundle. Senior
Federation staff have also attended all of the DBO Steering Group meetings throughout the country, while the
Federation’s active role continued on the Water Services National Training Group (WSNTG) and on the new
National Rural Water Monitoring Committee (NRWMC) appointed in May.

In addition to personal contacts from staff members, 594 schemes received GWS News on a quarterly basis.
To date 17 schemes have submitted the names and addresses of all committee members and each of these
receives a copy to their home. Schemes are strongly urged to avail of this service and to contact head office
for details. From the beginning of 2005, all members of local Rural Water Monitoring Committees have been
included on the GWS News distribution list, in addition to senior staff in local authority water services, Dáil
deputies and the media.While advertising revenue increased by almost a6,000 in 2005, the increased circulation
and rising postage costs mean that if the magazine is to maintain its policy of breaking-even, then advertising
costs will have to increase and an annual contribution will be expected from schemes, but only for additional
copies (above the three allocated). This has been set at a10 per committee member per annum, a sum
recoupable under subsidy.

Towards the end of 2005 work began on revamping the Federation website which continues to  prove a useful
window into the work of the Federation. Other resources provided by the Federation in 2005, included the
information booklet on Rights & Responsibilities. This is available (at cost price) to schemes which have
completed DBO contracts or have otherwise guaranteed quality water supplies, for circulation amongst their
members.To date 17 GWS have availed of these. Also available (at cost price) are printed copies of the rule book
adapted to the needs of each individual scheme.To date this has been availed of by schemes in Carlow, Cavan,
Kilkenny and Monaghan.

GWS Federations were revived in County Wicklow in 2005, while Carlow and Wexford schemes joined forces
in a single Federation. A total of 17 county Federations (71 delegates) were represented at the NFGWS
Annual Delegate Conference in March. The annual Rural Water Services Conference, held in Mullingar,
attracted 132 GWS delegates representing 54 schemes.

Group scheme training remained a priority in 2005. A total of 31 group water schemes, including 324 directors
and  supplying 5,594 households completed the 8-module NFGWS management training in 2005. This was a
substantial increase over 2004 and it brings the total number of schemes which have completed training to 67,
with 666 directors and 17,429 households. In late 2005, NFGWS staff began an updating of the training
handbook to take account of recent legislative and other changes and this is due for publication in early 2006.

NFGWS staff were also involved in the WSNTG
sub-committee that oversaw the production of a
tailored course dealing with the Performance
Management System (PMS) that becomes
operative during the O&M (Service) phase of a
DBO contract.This course was finalised following
a pilot launch in West Cavan in October and will
be offered to all DBO bundles that are nearing
completion in 2006.

The newly-designed PMS course followed on
from a 2004 review of operational training
requirements. This also identified the need for a
course that would address the issue of water
wastage and, in addition to the new PMS course,
2005 saw the finalisation and pilot launching of a
leak detection and line maintenance course.
Piloting of this course took place in Castlebar
Regional Training Centre on 20 and 21 October.
In attendance were activists from 10 Mayo GWS,
members of the WSNTG steering group and a
number of potential trainers.

Building on the success of its outreach in 2004,
Roscrea Regional Training Centre delivered two
courses in 2005, both on the theme of
Distribution Network Management.The first was
held in Wexford on 22 November, attended by nine
people, while the second was in Kilkenny on 13
December where 22 GWS activists took part.
Castlebar Training Centre also began outreach
training in 2005, with a successful Water
Conservation evening course held in Claregalway on 15 November, attended by 17 GWS activists. A similar
course was held in Castlebar on 22 March, attended by 21 people. Castlebar was also the venue for a Leak
Detection and Location course attended by 8 people over two days on 24 and 25 February.

Two major pilot projects were supported by the NFGWS in the course of 2005.The first of these, the National
Source Protection Pilot Project at Churchill & Oram GWS, was finally up and running after several years of
preparatory work. As can be seen from the annual accounts, the NFGWS has invested financial resources in
this project which is of great importance to the future of group water schemes. In particular, financial support
was provided by the Federation and by three individual schemes towards the establishment and equipping of a
Centre for Freshwater Studies at Dundalk Institute of Technology (DkIT) and the recruitment of postgraduate
students to this centre.The NRWMC has evaluated the progress of this project to date and it is expected that
continued funding for this innovative centre will come from central exchequer funds.

A second pilot, established under the auspices of the NRWMC, focuses on the potential of rainwater
harvesting in providing water for both farms and homes in areas (such as toilets) where potable water is not
required.The first phase of the pilot, on a house in Ballinabranna GWS, County Carlow was fully installed in
2005, as was the bulk of the required infrastructure on a dairy farm in Clonalvy, County Meath.

2005 was the final year of the Federation’s three-year Strategic Plan 2003-2005. In evaluating progress, this
report addresses the objectives, targets and actions set for 2005. It should be noted, however, that the measures
identified in the NRWMC Action Plan Towards Drinking Water Quality 2003-2006 were adopted as
priorities by the Federation and this impacted on the work programme throughout the life of the plan, with a
greater focus on the issue of water quality than had been orignally intended.

Management Training Participants 2005

GWS County Households No of Directors Start

Billis/Lavey Cavan 430 12 24 Jan 05
Milltown Cavan 100 12 24 Jan 05
Kilconly Galway 270 10 24 Jan 05
Gortletteragh Leitrim 40 10 22 Feb 05
Gorvagh/
Drumlowan Leitrim 85 12 22 Feb 05
Corderry Peyton/
Tooman Extn. Leitrim 35 3 22 Feb 05
Loughrea Rural Galway 122 10 8 Mar 05
Abbey Loughrea Galway 100 12 8 Mar 05
The Heath Laois 265 15 3 Mar 05
Killaturley Mayo 300 8 12 Mar 05
Bofeenaun Mayo 198 10 15 Mar 05
Laherdane Mayo 114 8 15 Mar 05
Derryhilla Mayo 40 5 15 Mar 05
Rathkell Mayo 70 8 15 Mar 05
Glinsk-Creggs Galway 320 20 25 Apr 05
Kilmeenagh Mayo 300 10 25 Apr 05
CMM Cavan 350 18 3 May 05
Ballinabranna Carlow 250 18 19 Apr 05
Cappagh Limerick 180 10 10 Oct 05
Croagh Limerick 21 6 10 Oct 05
Kileedy Limerick 200 6 10 Oct 05
Kiltiernan Galway 115 10 11 Oct 05
Kill Cavan 100 9 10 Oct 05
Ballacolla Laois 499 13 26 Oct 05
Callow Mayo 350 10 14 Oct 05
Meelick Mayo 220 18 14 Nov 05
Drumindoo Mayo 300 8 8 Nov 05
Fahy/Kilmaclasser Mayo 320 8 8 Nov 05
Cullahill Laois 100 9 23 Nov 05
Seskin Laois 100 7 23 Nov 05
Lowville Galway 60 9 10 Nov 05

Totals 5,954 324

Committee members of Cullahill GWS, County Laois and Seskin GWS, County Kilkenny, who were among the 31 schemes to complete the 8-
module Management Training Course during 2005.
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Target: To build on existing partnership arrangements, acting as an intermediary between the membership
and statutory agencies in relation to subsidies, licensing and such other issues as may be decided upon at ADC
and Board meetings and to represent and influence the drafting of future national and EU legislation as it
pertains to drinking water and, thereafter, to assist group schemes in the interpretation and implementation
of such legislation.
Action 1: In co-operation with local authorities and the Department, identify localities/groups in which sub-
sidy drawdown is low relative to the strength of the private group sector and focus information on entitlements
in these areas.
Evaluation: Not implemented, but a major review of subsidy arrangements is ongoing since December 2005.

Action 2: Begin the process of identifying at county level areas of weakest distribution networks and relatively
high water loss, making representations on behalf of ‘priority’ schemes for investment in upgraded distribution
networks and metering.
Evaluation: During 2005 this became a priority issue.The Federation successfully negotiated supports for leak
detection, critical mains replacement and metering for schemes involved in DBO contracts and a massive
programme of work in identifying and remedying the issue of UFW was launched in 2005.This had knock-on
benefit for schemes generally, as local authorities moved to support water conservation measures.

Objective II: To ensure that the Federation successfully fulfils its remit under the Rural Water
Programme and consolidates the partnerships that have been established.
Target: To generate awareness within the sector and amongst the wider public in relation to water quality
issues and what is required of water providers in terms of current and upcoming legislation.
Action 1: In association with the Department and with ENFO, design and deliver a billboard advertising cam-
paign focusing on water as a precious and vulnerable resource.
Evaluation: Not yet implemented within the group scheme sector, but a campaign along these lines was intro-
duced by the Department and local authorities in the greater Dublin area in 2005 and this may provide a model
for a wider campaign across both urban and rural areas.The NRWMC, as the new Water Services Authority,
might co-ordinate this joint campaign.

Action 2:Target national and local radio current affairs programmes to address positive developments in the
water services industry.
Evaluation: Not yet implemented.This campaign should follow the achievement of compliance with water quality
standards across the group scheme sector. Media coverage of the rural water sector tends to be reactive rather
than pro-active. Having said that, in responding to negative issues during 2005, NFGWS spokespersons have
always emphasised positive developments. Apart from coverage on Radio Éireann, RTE News and TV3 News,
interviews with Federation spokespersons which focused positively on the work of the GWS sector were carried on
Highland Radio (Donegal) and on Clare FM. In line with the prioritising of developments in the West, several pos-
itive articles were submitted to newspapers in Galway and Mayo and these were carried.

At a time when much of the media’s focus on the rural water services sector has been negative, one of the positive news stories to be
covered in 2005 was the official opening by Minister Roche of a state-of-the-art extension to the Regional Training Centre at
Castlebar which is run under the auspices of the Water Services National Training Group.

Objectives, targets and actions for 2005
Objective I: To provide responsive, effective and representative leadership to the membership of
the NFGWS.
Target: To further improve the professionalism of internal management structures and the capacity of staff
to deal with the day-to-day concerns and needs of members.
Action 1: Establish direct contacts between staff and water supply companies throughout the European Union,
with on-site visits that focus on source protection strategies, providing an assessment of the benefits and limita-
tions of community involvement in water delivery and performance management systems.
Evaluation:The action outlined was largely realised in 2003, when NFGWS staff participated in a study trip
to Brittany to evaluate source protection measures there.This trip was conducted as part of preparatory work
in establishing a National Source Protection Pilot Project at Churchill & Oram GWS. Five NFGWS staff
members have since been involved either directly or indirectly in the Steering Group meetings to establish this
project, while updates are discussed at all staff meetings. Community involvement lies at the heart of this
project, as the benefits are now thought to be self-evident. Federation staff continue to liaise with the project
team (based in Dundalk Institute of Technology), while the local GWS committee liaises between the team and
the local community.
The importance of this issue (and the individual group scheme’s responsibility for protecting their source) is
also emphasised as part of the Performance Management System training programme rolled out in 2005.

Target: To enhance the means by which the membership is kept informed of developments on an ongoing and
regular basis.
Action 1: Provide or commission weekly items on local radio community diaries/farm news, informing listen-
ers of regional developments in the water services industry, interruptions to supply, branch or Federation
AGMs. Similar items (in text format) to be provided to all local press.
Evaluation: Not yet implemented. However, this target was addressed in 2005 through a campaign to encour-
age group scheme committees to take individual copies of GWS News.To 31 December, 17 schemes had sub-
scribed, supplying lists of committee members and their addresses.

Target: To expand services and organisation, based on a comprehensive assessment of the sector.
Action 1: In selected counties and coinciding with major festivals (e.g. the National Ploughing Championship),
organise information days, with staff on hand to answer questions about the work of the Federation.
Evaluation:The comprehensive review completed in 2004 facilitiated a more targeted approach to meeting the
needs of GWS in the areas of greatest need. Information meetings attended by NFGWS staff were held dur-
ing 2005 in Offaly and Kilkenny, while DBO-related information meetings took place in Sligo, Galway,
Limerick, Roscommon and Mayo.The greatest effort was concentrated in East Galway where, over a three-day
period between 8-10 November and at four separate venues, NFGWS staff, alongside Galway County Council
Water Services personnel and Ryan Hanley Consulting Engineers, held one-on-one meetings with 50 schemes
in the Galway DBO bundle No. 2. Similarly, a three-day blitz was held in Carlow for schemes in the South East
DBO bundle to discuss tenders.

Target: To provide, in each development office, the resources necessary for effective information, advisory
and management training services.
Action 1: Commission/produce a comprehensive manual/guide illustrating best practice in the
management/operation of group water schemes.
Evaluation: The NFGWS management training handbook already largely covers the issues pertaining to the
strategic management of group water schemes, and this was being revised towards the end of 2005. Four infor-
mation booklets have been produced to assist group schemes in their work, all of which are available.

Target: To voice privately and publicly NFGWS policy positions and to highlight the work of individual group
schemes and of the Federation.
Action 1: Introduce publicity training at County Federation and branch level, focusing on the requirements of
local newspapers and radio and on the need to have competent spokespersons at a local level.
Evaluation: This action is being pursued through Module 6 of the NFGWS management training course.
Clearly much more needs to be done in terms of publicity in counteracting the negative view of the GWS sector
that has followed from the highlighting of water quality problems. As this issue is successfully addressed, the
sector will have an opportunity to effectively publicise its positive contribution to life in rural Ireland.
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Target: To pro-actively encourage and assist groups in implementing strategies agreed at county level, in par-
ticular promoting the adoption of the DBO and ‘bundling’ routes as the best means of achieving and maintain-
ing water quality on group schemes.
Action 1: Carry out a review of capital works upgrades in each region, including an assessment of those groups
which may have failed to avail of the supports available to upgrade, prioritising those which have failed even
to begin the process of change.
Evaluation: Reviews of progress are now carried out on an ongoing basis. Plans for the upgrading of all non-
compliant schemes submitted by local authorities in 2004 were changed in some areas in 2005 to take account
of concerns that there was an over-reliance on simple disinfection as a solution for many schemes. The DBO
reports and wider regional reports give a clear picture of the success of a concerted programme of work by
the NFGWS in securing agreement for workable upgrade strategies in respect of virtually all relevant schemes.
Where a small minority of schemes refuse to pursue an upgrade plan, the consequences in terms of forthcom-
ing licensing are explained.

Target: To deliver comprehensive management training to members and to further develop, through the Water
Services National Training Group, operational courses suited to the GWS sector.
Action 1: Based on the level of uptake on mangement training courses to date and on an assessment of regional
weakness, accelerate the pace of delivery by recruiting (on a contractual basis) three to five new trainers
targeted towards the weak localities.
Evaluation: Implemented. 2005 showed a marked increase in the uptake of management training. This was
made possible through the recruitment of two additional trainers in the West. There are now four trainers
(aside from NFGWS staff) available to address the growing demand for relevant courses. It has, however, been
decided that the PMS training course should be delivered by Federation staff and to date training has been
completed for two of the Cavan DBO bundles.

Target: To continue the search for best practice, with particular reference to source protection strategies that
may be generally adopted.
Action 1: Complete assessment and reports on source protection pilots.
Action 2: Produce, in association with partners, a ‘source protection’ pack for landowners, providing a straight-
forward introduction to the requirments of the new legislation in this area, the penalties for non-compliance
and the incentives for those who embrace the required changes.
Evaluation: Both of these actions will follow the completion of the National Source Protection Pilot Project
which advanced significantly in 2005 with the establishment of the Centre for Freshwater Studies at DkIT and
the recruitment of suitably-qualified postgraduate students to conduct research on the causes of source
pollution and – in conjunction with the local community – to implement sustainable and cost-effective solutions.
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The National Source Protection Pilot Project became fully operational in 2005 through direct support from the NFGWS. Pictured in
the Centre for Freshwater Studies at DkIT are the college staff and postgraduate students involved in the project, staff of Monaghan
County Council and the DBO contractor Veolia, and committee members of Churchill & Oram GWS.
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During 2005 activity intensified across most regions as DBO ‘bundles’ were finalised. At the begin-
ning of the year a total of 17 DBO projects, comprising 236 privately-sourced group schemes with
38,454 households, were at various stages of planning and construction. Some bundles also included
public schemes, but the figures for these are excluded from this report. Below is a breakdown of
progress on the various bundles over the twelve months to 31 December 2005:

CAVAN (3 DBO Projects – 24 group water schemes – 6,547 houses)

Cavan East (10 group water schemes – 3,393 houses)
The East Cavan DBO bundle comprises ten schemes in total (nine from County Cavan and one from
Monaghan). All plants were due to be completed and operational by July 2005.This did not happen and con-
cerns have been expressed at the performance of the contractor (Veolia).The contract consists of four existing
plants being modified and refurbished (while continuing to supply water through interim treatment facilities)
and the construction of six new treatment plants.
On two of the four schemes requiring revamped treatment plants, interim plants were operating successfully at
the end of 2005, while the other two required additional work.
Of the six new plants, three were operational by 31 December while the others were expected to be operational
early in 2006.
The schemes involved are: Drumkeery GWS, Mountainlodge GWS, Dhuish GWS, Billis/Lavey GWS, Bunnoe
GWS, Kill GWS, Crosserlough GWS, Clifferna GWS, Dernakesh GWS and Glaslough/Tyholland GWS.

Cavan West (9 group water schemes – 1,339 houses)
The West Cavan DBO project comprises eight GWS water treatment plants for 1,339 households. Seven of
these plants are to supply treated water to nine group schemes. Two of these schemes (Corlough and
Sralaghan) amalgamated during 2005, while a further two (Ballymagovern and Corran) are currently
pursuing amalgamation. Progress continued on this bundle in 2005, but at a much slower pace than had been
predicted. It was anticipated that all plants would be completed and operational by March 2005. However, this
deadline proved unachievable, not least because of the difficulty that arose in securing power supplies. EPS is
the DBO contractor.
By 31 December 2005 four of the seven GWS treatment plants were fully operational and supplying water,
while two further plants had completed commissioning and were expected to be fully operational early in 2006.
The remaining plant (serving Corlough and Sralaghan) had some technical difficulties with regard to the
source but an identified solution was being implemented at year end and this treatment facility was expected
to be operational by the end of February.
In addition to supplying their own members, two of the schemes in the bundle will be supplying small public
schemes. Another public scheme, Bawnboy (66 households) is part of the bundle.
The group water schemes involved include: Milltown GWS, Doobally GWS, Gowlan GWS, Glangevlin GWS,
Kildallan GWS, Ballymagovern GWS, Corran GWS, Corlough GWS and Sralaghan GWS.

Cavan South West (5 group water schemes – 1,815 houses)
Four County Cavan GWS and one from County Meath were bundled for this project which comprises 1,815
households. In 2005 two of the schemes involved (Gartylough and Bruskey/Killadoon) amalgamated to form
Erne Valley GWS, so that four treatment plants were required.
Construction commenced in January 2005, the treatment plants to be completed and operational by the first
quarter of 2006.The DB project is due to complete on schedule. The GWS involved are:
Bruskey/Killadoon GWS & Gartylough GWS (now amalgamated as Erne Valley GWS), Lavagh-Ballyheelin
(Ballymachugh) GWS, Crossdoney GWS and Kiltale GWS.

COUNTY CLARE (1 DBO Project – 4 group water schemes – 2,840 houses)
The Design Build contract was signed on 17 June 2005 and construction started 1 July. It was anticipated that
this phase of the contract would be finished by 30 June 2006 but work on one of the schemes – Killone GWS –
was suspended until the signing on 1 December of the O&M contract. This treatment plant will not now be
ready until the final quarter of 2006. Work on the other three schemes proceeded on schedule.

An ecologist was been appointed to monitor certain construction works in sensitive landscapes.This arrange-
ment would appear to be working well and to date there are no outstanding ecological issues. Applications for
a power supply to operate the completed treatment plants have been made. Discussions have taken place with
the ESB who have given commitments to meet the target dates. However in the light of the experience to date
this matter will be kept under constant review and a contingency plan to provide temporary on site power gen-
eration has been prepared.
The bundle includes the following group water schemes: Kilmaley-Inagh GWS, Lissycasey GWS, Killone GWS
and Toonagh-Dysart GWS.

COUNTY GALWAY (3 DBO Projects – 75 group water schemes – 9,705 houses)

Glinsk/Creggs (1 group water scheme – 340 houses)
Construction commenced in Spring 2005 and mechanical and engineering work was subsequently completed
by late autumn. It had been hoped to have the treatment plant operational by last summer, but a long delay in
securing the required electricity connection, meant that the plant had still not completed commissioning as of
31 December 2005. The committee used the period to good effect, upgrading sections of their network and
installing meter boxes on all connections.

Galway DBO bundle No. 1 (16 group water schemes – 2,865 houses)
The appointment of John Diskin as DBO project manager led to an upsurge in activity across Galway in 2005.
Advance works began in February with the construction of 8 reservoirs, almost 21 km of critical mains
replacement, installation of district meters and 2,718 consumer stopcock boxes.
The DBO contract was awarded on 20 September,Treatment Systems Services Ltd emerging as the successful
bidder.The contractors hit the ground running, as Part 8 Planning had already been secured on most of the 14
proposed treatment plants, which will serve 16 group water schemes and one public scheme. Ballyaneen GWS
which was formerly part of this bundle moved into DBO bundle No. 2 and Tobberowen/Lissybroder moved from
bundle no. 2 into no. 1 and will receive its supply from the new Kiltevna plant.Two other group water schemes,
Barnarusheen GWS and Emlough GWS will receive a supply from the new Cleggan PWS treatment facility.
Schemes involved in the Galway bundle no. 1 are: 1. Ardrahan GWS, Ballyglass Fiddane GWS, Barnarusheen
GWS, Brierfield GWS, Caherlistrane GWS, Cloonatleva GWS, Cloonluane GWS, Emlough GWS, Inis Meáin
GWS, Kiltevna GWS, Lettergesh GWS, Lowville GWS, Milltown Community GWS, New Inn GWS, Rhynn
Killeen GWS and Tobberowen/Lissybroder GWS.

Representatives of up to sixteen group water schemes were present in the Galway County Council offices on Tuesday 20 September to
oversee the signing of contracts for the first of two DBO bundle projects in the county. This will see the construction of fourteen treat-
ment plants to cater for all sixteen group schemes in addition to a public scheme at Cleggan/Claddaghduff.
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DBO No. 2 (58 group water schemes – c. 6,500 houses)
By 31 December 2005, a total of 58 GWS had joined DBO bundle 2, of which 29 serve less than 50 house-
holds. Design Review Reports had been completed in respect of 30 schemes by Clients Representative, Ryan
Hanley. It is envisaged that there will be 10 DBO treatment plants (to serve 33 GWS involved in full amalga-
mation), 7 stand alone treatment plants, 13 schemes to be connected to the public supply and a further 2 to be
amalgamated with public schemes. Solutions have yet to be identified for some schemes.
Over a 3-day period in November 2005, meetings were held with each GWS in the bundle to provide an update
on progress and to outline the emerging recommendations for their scheme. A series of information meetings
were also held during the year.
Geophysics were carried out on several potential sites, to determine if sufficient water could be found to serve
a number of amalgamated GWS.Where suitable sources were located, options to purchase the sites have been
agreed, or were in the course of being agreed finalised. 19 GWS are dependent on new sources of water being
found to serve amalgamations. It is expected that drilling will be carried out in early 2006 to confirm suffi-
cient yields and water quality at the sites identified.
The schemes participating in the bundle, as of 31 December, were as follows: Abbey Kylemore GWS, Anbally
& District GWS, Annagh GWS, Annaghdown GWS, Ardaun GWS, Aughrim GWS, Ballinbanba GWS,
Ballinakill GWS, Ballinduff Tullira GWS, Ballinlass GWS, Ballyaneen GWS, Ballyvoneen GWS, Barnaderg
GWS, Belclare GWS, Bullaun GWS, Caherdine/Caherdevane GWS, Caltra/Castleblakeney/Ballymacward
GWS, Caraneena GWS, Cappataggle GWS, Carra Bullaun GWS, Carrigan GWS, Castletaylor GWS,
Cloghagalla GWS, Cloghan Castleboy GWS, Clonbrock/Pallas GWS, Cloonkeen GWS, Coalpits GWS,
Corrandulla GWS, Crannagh GWS, Curry Pollinore GWS, Doone GWS, Gallagh GWS, Ganty GWS,
Garrymore GWS, Glann GWS, Gortbeg Ballinastack GWS, Gortnaglassagh GWS, Keelogues GWS, Kilcooley
GWS, Killalaghton GWS, Killamoran Ballinastaig GWS, Killoran GWS, Kiltiernan GWS, Lavallyconnor GWS,
Liskeevy Lissananny GWS, Lislondoon GWS, Lisnagranshy GWS, Loch Hibirt  (Lettermullan) GWS,
Loggawannia GWS, Menlough GWS, Moyglass GWS, Oatfield GWS, Peterswell GWS, Rathgorgin GWS,
Seehan GWS, St Clerans GWS,Toberoe GWS.

LEITRIM (1 DBO Project – 6 group water schemes – 550 houses)
Failure to locate suitable sources on some of the schemes intended to enter a Leitrim DBO bundle has meant
that the number that could potentially go the DBO route is reduced. As this raises issues of viability, all options
are currently being discussed.
Test drilling proved a disappointment for Leckaun GWS when it failed to produce a suitable source and this
scheme is now to be taken-in-charge after linking to a regional supply. Drilling at two sites for Mohercregg
GWS also proved unsuccessful.
The schemes remaining in the bundle as of 31 December 2005 included: Aughnasheelin GWS, Carrigallen
GWS, Miskaun GWS, Ballinaglera GWS and Mullaghgarve/Aughacashel GWS.

LIMERICK (1 DBO project – 18 group water schemes – 2,513 houses)
On 5 October 2005 DBO contracts were signed with EPS for the construction of 18 treatment plants and on
28 October a meeting was held for the participating schemes to explain the contractor’s  DBO programme and
report on advance works.
Major DBO advance works had proceeded throughout the year, including the construction of new reservoirs,
critical pipe replacement and metering.
One of the schemes originally involved in this bundle, Greenane GWS, opted to link into a public supply as the
most practical option.
As of 31 December, the schemes involved in this project included: Baggotstown GWS, Ballinvreena GWS,
Ballybricken GWS, Ballyduff GWS, Ballyorgan GWS, Bulgaden GWS, Caherline/Newtown GWS, Cappagh
GWS, Carnane GWS, Coshma GWS, Croagh/Farradonnelly GWS, Glenroe GWS, Glenstal GWS, Granagh
GWS, Griston GWS, Kileedy GWS, Kilfinny GWS and Lough Gur GWS.

MAYO (2 DBO Projects – 40 group water schemes – 6,661 houses)

DBO No.1 (19 group water schemes – 3,388 houses)
DBO and O&M contracts were signed with Earth Tech Ltd. on 9 June 2005 and the project is scheduled for
completion in December 2006.The contract is for 11 new treatment plants to serve 17 group water schemes
and the upgrading of two existng plants at Belderrig and Bohola. Significant progress was made during the
remainder of the year, with building work starting on treatment plants at Lough Mask/Creevagh GWS, as well as

Ballyglass/Carnacon and Killeen Group Water Schemes. However there are delays with progressing work for
Lough Mask/Creevagh and Ballyglass/Carnacon due to problems encountered with the National Parks and
Wildlife Service. There are on-going discussions in relation to these difficulties and ecological assessments are
being prepared.
Two major advance works contracts were undertaken as part of this DBO project; the first, involving the con-
struction of reservoirs and pipelines, began in September 2004 and was completed in 2005.The second, focus-
ing on water loss and involving the installation of 6,000 consumer stopboxes and the replacement of critical
watermains, was also virtually completed in 2005.
An audit of various measures to reduce unnaccounted for water (UFW) found that in the six month period
between February and September 2005 leakage control initiatives had substantially reduced water loss on
schemes in the bundle.
As of 31 December 2005, discussions were ongoing in relation to two further schemes joining this bundle; with
a proposal that Funshinnagh GWS be served by the Glencorrib plant and that Cregganbaun GWS be served
by Killeen GWS. The confirmed schemes were as follows: Ballycroy GWS (will serve Innisbiggle GWS),
Ballyglass/Carnacon GWS (amalgamating with Rathnacreeva GWS and Banogues/Ballintubber GWS),
Belderrig GWS, Bohola GWS, Brackloon/Spaddagh GWS, Drummin GWS, Glencorrib GWS, Glenhest GWS,
Killeen GWS, Killmeena GWS, Kilmovee/Urlaur GWS (amalgamating with Tavneena GWS, Glann GWS and
Lurga GWS), Laughta GWS and Lough Mask/Creevagh GWS.

DBO No. 2 (21 group water schemes – 3,273 houses)
Mayo DBO bundle 2 schemes were at tender stage for critical mains & metering at the end of 2005 and tenders
have since been returned. It is proposed that 10 treatment plants will serve the 21 schemes in this bundle. It
had orignally been proposed that there be 11 plants, but Woodfield/Ballure GWS (which was in the bundle) is
now to get a supply from Kilkelly PWS following upgrade of their plant. Of the remainder, individual treatment
plants are to be provided at Fahy/Kilmaclasser GWS (may also serve Drumindoo GWS, but not yet confirmed),
Sraheens GWS, Killasser GWS, Curraghmore GWS and Cloonmore/Rooskey GWS. Eskeragh GWS and
Pulladoohey GWS will share a plant, as will Callow GWS and Meelick GWS and also Cuilmore GWS and
Burrishule GWS. There are two groups of four schemes each that will share a plant, the first comprising
Lahardane GWS, Rathkell GWS, Derryhillagh GWS and Bofeenaun GWS.The final group includes Ballyvary
GWS, Straide GWS, Prizon/Lisnolan GWS and Keelogues GWS.
In light of a recommendation from Ryan Hanley (client’s representative to the bundle), consideration is also
being given to supplying Doocastle/Cloontia GWS from the Cloonmore/Rooskey treatment facility. At present
Doocastle/Cloontia is supplied with water by Sligo County Council, but there are supply problems.

The signing on 9 June 2005 of DBO contracts for Mayo bundle 1 brought together the contractors, Earth Tech Ltd., Department per-
sonnel, officials and elected representatives of Mayo County Council and the Rural Water Monitoring Committee, as well as the DBO
Steering Group, local group scheme activists and representatives of the NFGWS.
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Pollacat Springs GWS DBO (3 group water schemes – 300 houses)
The treatment plant has been completed and is operational. Improvement works to the network, together with
a new reservoir, are necessary and this work is due to commence in early 2006.

Cavetown DBO (Group and Public Schemes – 450 houses)
Work is completed and the plant is operational.

COUNTY SLIGO (2 DBO Projects – 12 group water schemes – 1,852 houses)
In both the Sligo South East and Sligo North West bundles, the preferred bidder, following tender evaluation,

was Treatment Systems Services Ltd (TSSL). During 2005 regular DBO Steering Group meetings have been

held to track progress on the two Sligo projects. This has proved very beneficial as TSSL is making great

progress on both bundles, with 11 treatment plants likely to be ready before the scheduled completion date in

early Summer 2006. Prior to the contract signing, the smallest scheme in the Sligo South east DBO project,

Carrowdargney GWS withdrew and is no longer part of the project.

Sligo South East (5 group water schemes – 1,184 houses)
In the South East DBO bundle, civil works had been completed in Castlebaldwin by 31 December 2005 and
were substantially completed in Keash, Culfadda, Corrick and Geevagh/Highwood. The mechanical and
electrical installations were to commence in January 2006 with testing and commissioning to commence in
February 2006. The participating schemes are Geevagh/Highwood GWS, Castlebaldwin GWS, Keash GWS,
Culfadda GWS, and Corrick GWS.

Sligo North West (6 Group Schemes – 668 houses)
On the North West DBO bundle, by 31 December all site works were complete at Ballintrillick GWS, apart

from work on the new reservoir. At Benbulben GWS only a proposed access path to the source remained to be

completed. Similarly, construction of a concrete access road to the source was all that remained to be done at

Castletown GWS. Work at Drum East, Keelogyboy and Beltra Group Schemes was ongoing. Drum East and

Keelogyboy were scheduled for completion in January, Beltra in February and Drum East in March 2006.The

schemes involved are: Drum East GWS, Ben Bulben GWS, Ballintrillick GWS, Castletown GWS, Keelogyboy

GWS and Beltra GWS.

Minister of State, Brendan Smith, TD, officially opening the Killanny/Reaghstown GWS DBO treatment plant on 12 September.

A group picture taken at the signing of contracts on the Sligo North West DBO bundle.

COUNTY MONAGHAN (1 DBO Project – 10 group water schemes – 4,996 houses)
This project was a national pilot comprising 13 schemes, including 3 small public schemes. With the official
opening of the last three treatment plants – Killanny/Reaghstown, Aughnashalvey and Tydavnet – on 12
September, the DB contract is now completed and all of the plants are operational, although some commis-
sioning work on Killanny/Reaghstown GWS remained to be completed at 31 December 2005.
The Liaison Monitoring Committee met in January, April, July and October and the required water quality
standards are being met by the operational contractor (Veolia).
A review of the UFW and an up-to-date water audit will now be carried out by the Client’s Representative. On
Killanny/Reaghstown GWS the volume of water passing through the plant exceeds the design limits, but this
will shortly be addressed when universal metering is completed.
The group water schemes involved in this project are: Aughnashalvey GWS, Churchill & Oram GWS,
Corduff/Corracharra GWS, Doohamlet GWS, Drumgole GWS, Farmoyle/Baraghy GWS, Killanny/Reaghstown
GWS, Stranooden GWS,Truagh GWS and Tydavnet GWS.

COUNTY ROSCOMMON (3 DBO Projects – 35 group water schemes – 2,396 houses)

DBO Bundle (26 group water schemes (+ 3 public water schemes) – 1,646 houses)
The consultants for the project,T. J O’Connor & Associates produced a Design Review Report on the require-
ments of the schemes in early February. The main recommendations involved the rationalisation of the 26
privately-sourced schemes into 9 sub bundles and to identify trial well drilling locations in each of these areas
to create new water sources for the schemes. In addition, two small public water schemes in the county will also
be included in the bundle. There was, however, an additional complication of an existing DBO contract for a
disinfection process on twenty one of the schemes.This matter has now been addressed.
The contracts for the trial well drilling and testing of the proposed new sources were awarded towards the end
of the year and drilling was due to commence in January.The procurement process for the prequalification of
tenders for the main contract involving the Design, Build and Operation of the water treatment plants has also
commenced and is exected to be completed by October 2006.
The participating group water schemes are: Annaghmore/Corraslira GWS, Ardkennagh GWS, Ballinameen
GWS, Ballinderry, Rathmore, Castlemine GWS, Ballymacurley, Killultague GWS, Brosna GWS, Camlin
Ballinameen GWS, Carane, Ballintubber GWS, Carnalasson/Caggle, Clooncullane/Clooncunny GWS,
Clooneygrasson GWS, Clooneyquinn GWS, Corristoona GWS, Derrane/Coolteigue GWS,
Derrincartha/Cloonlumney GWS, Derryphatten GWS, Donamon GWS, Gorthaganny GWS, Grange Lower
GWS, Grange, Four Mile House GWS, Ogulla GWS, Peake Mantua GWS, Rathcarren GWS, Rathcroghan,
Tulsk GWS, Shadlough GWS and Tartan Scurmore GWS.
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SOUTH LEINSTER (1 DBO project – 20 GWS (+ 16 PWS) – 2,649 Houses (+ 1,524 public)
In 2005 EPS emerged as the preferred bidder on this extensive bundle that extends across six counties;
Carlow,Wexford,Wicklow, Kilkenny, Kildare and Laois. Subject to planning approval being secured in each
of the counties involved, it was hoped to have completed the planning stage by February 2006.
In the meantime, over three days in September individual group schemes within the bundle travelled to
Carlow to discuss their pricing with development staff from the NFGWS. All of the schemes were reported-
ly satisfied on this issue.
Extensive advance works were progressing across many of the schemes involved. This included reservoir
construction, access roads, metering and, in some instances, securing new or supplementary borewells (as
in Ballinabranna GWS, Ballycallan GWS, Castlewarren GWS and Ballacolla GWS).These advance works
will intensify in 2006 as a water conservation programme is intensified.
One of the Carlow schemes involved in the original bundle, Ballyellen GWS of Carlow, had to withdraw in
2005 as test drilling failed to locate a suitable source.This scheme is now being connected to a public sup-
ply. Elsewhere, two of the Wexford schemes, Blackstairs GWS and Templeudigan GWs were preparing to
amalgamate from 1 January 2006. Similarly in Wicklow, Baltyboys GWS and Humphreystown GWS are
to amalgamate to take advantage of a single treatment plant.
As of 31 December, the group water schemes involved in this bundle included:
Carlow (2 schemes) – Ballinabranna GWS, Glynn/St Mullins GWS;
Kildare (1 scheme) –  Usk/Gormanstown GWS;
Kilkenny (5 schemes) – Ballycallen GWS, Castleinch GWS, Castlewarren GWS, Cuffesgrange GWS,
Clifden GWS;
Laois (3 schemes) – Ballacolla GWS, Ballypickas GWS and Donaghmore GWS;
Wexford (5 schemes) – Blackstairs GWS, Borrmount GWS, Templeudigan GWS, Kilanerin GWS and
Mullawn GWS;
Wicklow (4 schemes) – Askanagap GWS, Ballinagate GWS, Baltyboys GWS and Humphreystown GWS.

Advance works in progress at Ballacolla GWS, County Laois, one of 20 group water schemes participating in the South Leinster
DBO bundle.
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Northern Region
CAVAN
County Cavan was granted d13.65 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d8.2 million was for DBO
construction, d3.3 million for DBO advance works, d1.5 million for new schemes and upgrading work and d.65
million for small public schemes. A total of over d18 million was drawn down to 31 December.
The strides in recent years in the Rural Water Programme continued to grow apace in 2005.
The spirit of partnership between the various stakeholders which had been fostered under the stewardship of
Cavan County Council continued to reap dividends. It provided benefits for urban areas with Annagh GWS
starting to supply Ballyhaise in July in what was the first agreement of its kind in the country. Doobally and
Gowlan Group Water Schemes are poised to supply the villages of Dowra and Blacklion. The feasibility of
Dhuish GWS supplying the village of Shercock is currently being examined and it is hoped to commence con-
struction of this interconnector in 2006.This is a reflection of the confidence that the Water Authority have in
the DBO process and a ringing endorsement of the professionalism of the GWS sector.
The majority of the spending in 2005 has concentrated on the 3 DBO bundles in Cavan.The total spend on the
DBO bundles was about a7.5million. Works commenced on the South West DBO contracts in January 2005
whilst works continued on both the East and West bundles during the year. Overall the three bundles had
virtually completed the design build phase by January 2006. [See DBO reports]
The South West Metering Contract commenced in 2005 and progressed satisfactorily. The West Cavan
Metering project tender report has been submitted and the NFGWS successfully lobbied to obtain Clár funding
for this particular contract in order to make it financially viable for the groups to carry out. The East Cavan
DBO bundle is mainly metered at this
stage, with the remaining schemes
having commenced installation or
having reached tender stage by the year
end. The spend on metering across
Cavan schemes in 2005 was
approximately a1 million.
DBO enabling works continued in
2005 with contracts started or tender
documents being prepared before the
year end on 11 schemes with an over-
all estimated contract value of a8 mil-
lion. All of these contracts are expect-
ed to be completed by the end of
2006. The completion of these works
is essential to the overall success of
the rural water programme and will
enable the groups to successfully plan
their future and confidently provide
their consumers with an acceptable
water supply for a modern Ireland.
The Rural Water Programme in Cavan
continued to extend the network in
order to maximise the numbers of
people obtaining a water supply to EU
drinking regulations in 2005.The over-
all spend was about a5million. The
main projects carried out in this cate-
gory were Castlerahan Mountnugent
Munterconnaught (CMM) GWS
phase 1, Crosserlough, Dernakesh,
Killinkere, Mountain Lodge
and Quivvy.

Plans for the investment programme in 2006 include phase 2 of the CMM project, extensions to Annagh GWS
and Gowlan GWS and works on Leitrim GWS, Crosserlough GWS, Poles GWS and Derryvoney GWS.
Towards the mid/end of 2006, when the bulk of the networks extensions etc. have been completed, it is hoped
to commence a GIS mapping of all the Group Water Schemes networks and to have a central repository of
these drawings available at Cavan County Council offices.

MONAGHAN
County Monaghan was granted d5.27 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d2.42 million was for DBO
construction,d.6 million for DBO advance works,d1.1 million for new schemes and upgrading work,d.5 million for
takeover and d.65 million for small public schemes. A total of almost d3.7 million was drawn down to 31
December.
Three new treatment plants were commissioned on 12 September 2005 at Killanny/Reaghstown GWS,
Aughnashalvey GWS and Tydavnet GWS, concluding the design build phase of the National DBO Bundling
Pilot Project.
One of the schemes participating in the bundling project, Drumgole GWS, began supplying water to Drum
village in September.
More than d1 million was spent on a range of upgrading works on schemes across the county. These works
included the provision of new reservoirs for Magheracloone GWS, Doohamlet GWS and Tydavnet GWS of a
reservoir site and other upgrading work at Donaghmoyne GWS.
The investment in reducing water loss continued with the replacement of valves on Corduff GWS and continuing
investment in meters and stop valve replacement at Killanny/Reaghstown GWS. DBO enabling works were
completed at Drumgole GWS, Truagh GWS,Tydavnet GWS and at Aughnashalvey, which also saw completion
of an extension to the network. 2005 also saw the completion of the Clontibret publicly-sourced GWS.
The County Rural Water Monitoring Committee met on 7 occasions during the year.

DONEGAL
County Donegal was granted d2.82 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d.65 million was for DBO
advance works, d.9 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d.65 million for takeover and d.65 million
for small public schemes. A total of nearly d3 million was drawn down to 31 December.
Of the 36 privately-sourced schemes in the county, the situation as of 31 December 2005 was as follows:
Lagacurry GWS, Carrowmeena GWS, Saltpans GWS and Meentinadea GWS have all been resolved by con-
nection to public mains. Desertegney GWS has also been supplied with public water from the Illies scheme.
Only two households on this scheme remain on the private supply, pending completion of works. Bunn GWS
installed their own treatment system and are now compliant.
The Council proposed in its Rural Water Strategic Plan to use the Lough Nalughraman water source, which
supplies Owenteskna GWS, to serve future integrated GWS and public supply networks in an area west of
Donegal Bay. The proposal was that Lough Nalughraman would supply nine GWS and four public schemes.
These include Owenteskna GWS, Cloghan GWS, Glenballadubh GWS, Largybrack GWS, Largymore GWS,
Maghera GWS, Meenaveen GWS, Sieve/Kinakillew GWS and Teelin GWS. The four public water supply
schemes, which were recommended for inclusion in this regional strategy, are Carrick, Kilcar, Glencolmcille and
Malinmore. Although the project was originally structured as a DBO scheme, it has now been agreed that it
can be implemented using conventional contracts. The Preliminary Report was approved by the DoEHLG in
March 2005 and a substantial portion of Contract 1 Advance Works was subsequently implemented by direct
labour in 2005. Negotiations are now being concluded for the preparation of tender documents for the remain-
ing contracts with a view to delivering further works in 2006.
On Tory Island hydrogeological work continued in 2005 in the search for a satisfactory ground water source.
Testing of new sources developed is planned for early 2006.
Work progressed during the year connecting Meenalough GWS to public mains with their agreement.
Completion is expected in early 2006. Contract documents are being prepared for connection of Tully GWS
to Rosses Regional WS, Dooey GWS to Carrigart WS, Tober Castlethird GWS to the extended Illies WS and
Tullintain GWS to the Meenacahan Meentinadea scheme, thereby delivering public water from the Killybegs
source.
Five schemes have been the subject of design review reports commissioned by Donegal County Council, but
they have not yet agreed to be connected to the public mains.These are Meenabool GWS, Lettercough GWS,Two county Cavan schemes, Gartylough GWs and Bruskey/Killadoon GWs amalgamat-

ed during 2005 to form one of the largest group schemes in the country.
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Meenamara GWS, Glengad/Glentosker GWS and Townawilly GWS. Two schemes, Tirladden GWS and
Magherabeg/Veagh GWS are depending on major capital schemes to resolve their water quality problems.
Dromoghill GWS was formerly considered too small for inclusion in this group. It has now been included as it
serves a school and public house, and can be resolved by a major capital scheme (Lagan phase 3).
The following new group schemes commenced construction in 2005: Creggan, Mongorry, Leiter extension,
Blanketnook, Clonglash Aghilly, Meenaward Sledrin, Tirhomin, Corcashy, Castleforward, Upper Corraine,
Ardmiran GSS, Fallask and Glenmaquin. Commitments to grant were advised to Brae Road and Loughnanoran
groups, both of which are expected to progress to construction shortly.

Leinster Region
CARLOW
County Carlow was granted d3.64 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d1 million was for DBO con-
struction, d.5 million for DBO advance works, d.64 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d.6 million
for takeover of schemes and d.9 million for small public schemes. A total of d3.749 million was drawn down
to 31 December.
Further drilling was carried out in 2005 on Ballinabranna GWS and a new source was secured. The scheme
also constructed a new 100,000 gallon reservoir and metered all connections. St Mullins GWS also constructed a
reservoir during 2005, as well as carrying out a lot of site and access clearance. The scheme hopes to meter
every connection in 2006. Negotiations are ongoing with Ballyellen GWS and Knock/Ballyglisheen GWS to
find sustainable solutions for both schemes. Ballyellen was one of the Carlow schemes within the South
Leinster DBO bundle, but the failure to locate a suitable source meant that its continuation within the bundle
would be uneconomic.
Carlow Rural Water Monitoring Committee was re-established in 2005 and met twice during the year.

KILDARE
County Kildare was granted d1.918 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d100,000 was for DBO
advance works, d1 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d168,000 for takeover of schemes and d.65
million for small public schemes. A total of d1.71 million was drawn down to 31 December.
Usk/Gormanstown GWS is currently preparing to universally meter the scheme. Construction began on the
Kilmeed GWS (a publicly-sourced scheme) and this is nearing completion. There are two further publicly-
sourced chemes that will be starting construction shortly. Because of the very poor quality groundwater, many
rural dwellers in the county who currently rely on wells are pressing Kildare County Council for connections to
the public mains by way of extensions to newly-formed group water schemes.
Kildare Rural Water Monitoring Committee met twice in 2005.

KILKENNY
County Kilkenny was granted d2 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d270,000 was for DBO
advance works, d.7 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d370,000 for takeover of schemes and d.66
million for small public schemes. A total of d1.56 million was drawn down to 31 December.
DBO advance works, including water conservation upgrades, were carried out on Ballycallen GWS,
Castlewarren GWS, Cuffesgrange GWS, and Castleinch GWS. The emphasis during the year was on quality
improvement measures – small works costing relatively small money but that will make a big improvement in
drinking water standards. No fewer than 31 schemes benefited from almost d.9 million invested in the upgrad-
ing of schemes. Amongst the major beneficiaries were Castlewarren GWS (d157,000), Parks/Rathclevin GWS
(d105,000), Seskin GWS (d107,000), Baunmore GWS (d34,000) and Highrath GWS (d30,000). Many
other schemes received funding towards improvement of their disinfection systems.
The takeover of three schemes; Drakelands GWS, Kilbride GWS, and Aghenure GWS commenced in 2005.
Meetings of the RWMC were held every two months.

LAOIS
County Laois was granted d2.815 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d.715 million was for DBO
advance works, d.9 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d50,000 for connection to public mains, d.5
million for takeover of schemes and d.65 million for small public schemes. A total of d3.185 million was drawn
down to 31 December.
DBO advance works in 2005 focused on Ballacolla GWS, by far the largest of the four Laois schemes in the
South Leinster DBO bundle. In excess of d.68 million was spent on advance works, exploratory well drilling, pro-
curement of a reservoir site and
wayleave and universal metering.
Two schemes, Barrowhouse GWS
and Attanagh GWS were to connect
to public supplies. During 2005 work
in connecting Barrowhouse to
Ballylinan PWS was progressed.
However, Attanagh has opted to be
taken in charge by Laois County
Council. Five other schemes, including
Upper Crubeen GWS, Killenard
GWS, Ratheniska GWS, Aghafin
GWS, Slatt/Wolfhill GWS and
Ballygormill GWS were upgraded in
2005 in preparation for take-over.
Twelve new schemes were construct-
ed in the county, the largest of which
were Ballybrophy GWS with 74 con-
nections and Clonkeen GWS with 67.
Almost d175,000 was spent on
upgrading The Heath GWS.
Laois Rural Water Monitoring
Committee met five times in 2005.

LONGFORD
County Longford was granted d2.5
million under the RWP in 2005, of
which sum d.8 million was for new
schemes and upgrading work, d.85
million for connection to public
mains, d200,000 for takeover of
schemes and d.65 million for small
public schemes. A total of just
underd1 million was drawn down to
31 December. No report received.

In October 2005 NFGWS National co-ordinator, Seán Clerkin, met members of Townawilly GWS to discuss their options for upgrad-
ing. Townawilly is one of several Donegal schemes opposed to a recommendation that they link into a public supply.

Members of Ballypickas GWS, County Laois, pictured with Rural Water Liaison
Officer, Denis McLoughney, at the signing of DBO advance works contracts in Carlow
in April 2005. Ballypickas later began site works for its DBO plant and finished
universal metering on its scheme.
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LOUTH
County Louth was granted d.68 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d115,000 was for new schemes
and upgrading work, d15,000 for takeover of schemes and d.55 million for small public schemes. A total of
d.767 million was drawn down to 31 December.
Louth County Council is now in a relatively satisfactory position with regard to the water quality of group
schemes in the county, as confirmed by the most recent series of results from the Water Quality Monitoring
Programme.The position regarding the county’s 8 privately-sourced group schemes is as follows:
Ballymakenny GWS:This scheme has a borehole supply and no water quality problems.There was, however, a
serious supply problem due to a poorly designed and undersized network. Improvement works which began in
2005 included drilling a new borehole and installing a new borehole pump and controls. These works will be
completed in early 2006.
Tullyallen GWS:There are no water quality problems with this group which relies on a borehole supply. Several
phases of network improvement works were carried out between 2002 to 2004. The final phase of improve-
ment works is included in the 2006 programme.
DryBridge/Waterunder GWS: A disinfection system was installed on their borehole supply in 2004 and water
quality has been satisfactory since then. Various network improvement works are proposed for 2006.
Mountain Park GWS:The previous supply was a mountain stream with no treatment and with a long history
of poor water quality. Stage 2 works (aimed at upgrading a substandard distribution network) were
completed in 2005. These works included the replacement of all 1” watermains, all multi-connection service
pipes and all pipes running through private lands, as well as the installation of valves, WSC units, hydrants,
break pressure valves etc.
Grangebellew GWS: Water quality on their borehole supply is generally good, but with the sporadic presence
of coliforms. In 2005 the existing UV disinfection system was replaced by a silver/copper ionisation system
with water softener.
Tinure GWS: A water softening system was installed in 2005 to improve efficiency of the disinfection system
(silver/copper ionization) on the scheme’s borehole supply.
Ardaghy GWS: Relying on a mountain stream source with no treatment and ongoing problems with total and
faecal coliforms, Ardaghy has benefited from a pro-active approach on the part of Louth County Council and
the necessary upgrade was completed in 2005.This included the construction of source protection works and
the installation of a solar panel powered disinfection system. Minor civil works were undertaken to facilitate
the commissioning of the disinfection system. A number of teething problems with the solar panel meant that
it was not fully commissioned until December 2005.
Sheepgrange GWS: The borehole source for this scheme was unsatisfactory due to excessive nitrate levels. In
addition, the scheme had no disinfection system in place resulting in unacceptable levels of faecal and total
coliforms in the supply. Louth County Council assisted the group in sourcing and testing an alternative source
(new borehole) during 2004. The group prepared an Action Plan based on utilizing this new source. Stage 1
works costing some a215,000 began in 2005 and are to be completed in March 2006. These include the
replacement of the existing sub-standard source with a new borehole source, the installation of a new rising main
between the new borehole and reservoir, installation of a new main distribution pipe (in same trench as rising
main), installation of pumps and controls at the borehole site, as well as installation of a disinfection system.
Killanny/Reaghstown: This scheme has secured a treated water supply as part of the Monaghan DBO bundle
and metering on the Louth portion of the scheme was completed in 2005.
One meeting of the Louth Rural Water Monitoring Committee was held in 2005.

MEATH
County Meath was granted d2.075 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d1 million was for new
schemes and upgrading work, d125,000 was for takeover of schemes and d.75 million for small public
schemes. A total of d2.040 million was drawn down to 31 December.
Kiltale GWS joined the South West Cavan DBO Bundle Project and civil works on a new treatment plant were
completed in December 2005. It is expected that the plant will be operational in early 2006. In addition, Kiltale
appointed P. J.Tobin & Co. Ltd, Consulting Engineers, to examine the scheme’s existing network.
2005 saw the completion of work on Ardglassan GWS, Crossakiel and on Tiermurrin Lane GWS, Kells.
Construction was substantially completed on Kilcloon GWS, Phases 1 & 2, Kells.There were network improve-
ments and the completion of a reservoir at Meath Hill GWS, while network upgrading was completed at
Newcastle GWS, Oldcastle.The Council was pro-active in the taking-in-charge of group schemes that were sat-
isfactorily completed.
During 2006 it is proposed to further improve the network of Meath Hill GWS and to instal meters.The final
phase of work on Kilcloon GWS is expected to begin, while proposed work on Rathmoylan GWS will go to ten-
der stage. Gilbertstown & District GWS, Longwood is to progress to the Design Stage.

OFFALY

Offaly was granted d1.543 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d.8 million was for new schemes
and upgrading work, d28,400 for connection to public mains, d15,000 for takeover of schemes and d.65 mil-
lion for small public schemes. A total of d1.535 million was drawn down to 31 December.
2005 saw construction work being completed on a number of the schemes established in 2004.These includ-
ed: Broughal GWS, Kilcormac (25 houses), Ballycosney GWS, Tullamore (20 houses), Ballydaly GWS,
Tullamore(28 houses), Kilbride GWS, Clara (6 houses), Kilnacarra GWS, Clara were all commissioned dur-
ing the early months of 2005. All the schemes are sourced from publc water supplies.
Stage 1 of Rath/Eglish GWS was commissioned in March 2005. This privately-sourced GWS serves 120
houses and this stage was completed. Stage 2 started construction in August and includes construction of a
new 1,000 m3 reservoir and 22 km of 100 mm pipeline.This will allow the scheme to supply an additional 110
households in south east Offaly. It is expected that construction will finish in March 2006. Bishopswood
Trescan GWS, Portarlington, serving 67 houses, was also constructed in 2005.
Upgrading works were carried out on the following: Clareen GWS (construction of a 1,000 m3 reservoir);
Killeigh/Clonygowan GWS (development of a new source at Killurin).
Work was ongoing during 2005 in connecting Corndarragh GWS and Ballydaly GWS to the Tullamore public
supply.
New schemes that have advanced to design approved/tender stage: Rath/Eglish GWS Stage 3 (28 km pipelines
to serve a further 120 houses); Mile Tree GWS (7.8 km pipelines to serve 66 houses); Kilcrow GWS (1.8 km
pipelines to serve 10 houses); White Forge GWS (1.3 km pipelines to serve 8 houses); Ballyclare 2 GWS (.3
km pipelines to serve 3 houses). All of the above are PWS, except Rath/Eglish GWS.
Upgrading works are proposed for the following: Ballykilleen GWS (new 1,000 m3 reservoir); Ballinagar
GWS (new 2,000 m3 reservoir); Bracknagh GWS (new 1,000 m3 reservoir); Tubber GWS (3 km pipeline
extension); Shandra Lane GWS (1.5 km pipeline replacement).

WESTMEATH

Westmeath was granted d1.361 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d.5 million was for new
schemes and upgrading work, d111,000 for takeover of schemes and d.75 million for small public schemes. A
total of d1.32 million was drawn down to 31 December.
Expenditure in Westmeath in 2005 on new and upgrade of GWS enabled the extension of the network  to supply
the following schemes: Hightown Coralstown; Freaghmore; Kilpatrick Bunbrosna; Monroe Slanemore;
Newdown II; Toberquill; Farthingstown; Shancurragh Coosan and Bog Road, Milltownpass.
Improvement works are being completed at Mount Temple GWS. The public network was extended to
Multyfarnham GWS, funded throug CLÁR. This will enable future connection to the public supply and will
allow further group water scheme development in the CLÁR area. In 2005 Moyvore GWS, previously not eco-
nomically feasible, has been approved to design due to additional CLÁR funding.

Nineteen GWS activists, representing seven Offaly schemes visited DBO treatment plants in Monaghan and Cavan in August as part of
an evaluation of the best way forward for the county’s group scheme sector.
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The following five publicly-sourced Westmenath GWS were taken over in 2005: Killynon Cooke GWS,
Greatdown GWS, Cooksborough GWS, Baylin GWS and Grangemore Raharney GWS.

WEXFORD

Wexford was granted d2.317 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d.567 million was for DBO
advance works, d.55 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d.55 million for takeover of schemes and
d.65 million for small public schemes. A total of d1.96 million was drawn down to 31 December.
During 2005, more than d300,000 was spent on advance works for the South Leinster DBO bundle (SLDBO).
These works included:-
• Trial drilling for the Borrmount GWS.
• District (bulk) metering for the five group water schemes taking part in the SLDBO project.
• Site clearance and the construction of a new reservoir to serve the amalgamated Blackstairs GWS.
Work continued during 2005 (and will continue during 2006) on three other private group water schemes
which come within the terms of the regulations (ie 15 houses or more) and have requested takeover by Wexford
County Council.
Approximately d300,000 was spent upgrading group water schemes of less than 15 houses (50 persons) while
several schemes were extended off the public mains.
In 2006 it is planned that the interconnecting pipeline linking Templeudigan GWS and Blackstairs GWS will
be installed and that a site will be acquired for Mullaun GWS & Kilanerin GWS. A 1.5km rising main is to
be laid on the Kilanerin scheme also. Water conservation measures will commence on the five group schemes
in the SLDBO. This contract will include the installation of universal metering and the replacement of three
reservoirs on Blackstairs GWS.

WICKLOW
Wicklow was granted d4.391 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d1.8 million was for DBO advance
works, d.43 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d1.041 million for connection to public mains,
d120,000 for takeover of schemes and d1 million for small public schemes. A total of d3.127 million was
drawn down to 31 December.
Site clearance works were carried out on Ballingate GWS in 2005. Askinagap GWS commenced work on their
pipeline to connect in their new source. Humphreystown GWS have agreed to amalgamate with Baltyboys
GWS and work on the interconnecting pipework will commence in 2006. Crossbridge and Rosbane GWS have
now been fully taken in charge by the local Authority. Negotiations are ongoing with Tombrean/Umrygar and
Tomacork GWS to find sustainable solution. Oldcourt, Manor Kilbride and Hempstown GWS have formally
agreed to connect to the Blessington Public Supply. No pipeline was laid in 2006. Blainroe, Brittas Bay and
Cornagower Group Water Schemes are awaiting Department approval for an extension of the Wicklow
Regional Supply. It is hoped that this will be approved shortly to allow work to commence in 2006.
Wicklow’s Rural Water Monitoring Committee was re-established in 2005 and it met three times.

The new 440.000 gallon reservoir under construction at Blackstairs GWS, County Wexford.

Connacht Region
GALWAY
County Galway was granted d14.033 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d4.5 million was for DBO
construction, d5 million for DBO advance works, d1.4 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d1.983 mil-
lion for connection to public mains, d.5 million for  takeover and d.65 million for small public schemes. A total of
d14.1 million was drawn down to 31 December.
Two major DBO advance works contracts were advanced during 2005, as was construction on the first DBO
bundle. In the first of the advance works contracts, some 3,200 households spread across the 16 schemes in
DBO bundle No. 1 are being metered and this contract was almost completed by 31 December. A second con-
tract, installing 25 km of pipeline on Milltown Community GWS and a further 9 km on Caherlistrane GWS
was under construction in 2005 and will be completed early in 2006.
In terms of the construction of new schemes and the upgrading of existing schemes, this was an extremely busy
year in County Galway. No fewer than 46 schemes benefitted from upgrading work, ranging from ? -?. The
schemes involved were: Loughwell GWS, Lissybroder GWS, Lurgan (Killimor) GWS, Tarmon GWS,
Graigueagowan GWS, Ardrahan GWS, Castlenancy GWS, Derryhiney GWS, Esker (Banagher) GWS, Killeen
Poultaloon GWS, Cappa (Woodford) GWS, Inver (Rosmuc) GWS, Lettergesh Mullaghgloss GWS,
Cloonluane GWS, Kylesalia GWS, Carra No. 2 GWS, Scalp GWS, Corofin Ballintubber GWS, Kilchreest
GWS, New Inn GWS, Castletaylor GWS, Ballingarry GWS, Newtowndaly GWS, Gortnagoyne GWS,
Killasolan GWS, Carnmore No. 1 GWS, Brackloon Dunmore GWS, Moorpark No. 1 GWS, Claren-
Knocklehard GWS, Barnaderg GWS, Ballyglass GWS, Kiltevna GWS, Killasmuggan GWS, Carhoon
(Tynagh) GWS, Keelogues and Kilcolm GWS, Cornanantamore GWS, Gallagh GWS, Carraig Thiar GWS,
Scéim Uisce Gleann an Mhama, Moyglass GWS, Lealetter GWS, Glinsk Creggs GWS, Knockdoe Waterview
GWS, Lackaghmore Ext. GWS, Tierneevin GWS, Stripe GWS.
Schemes connecting to Public Main in 2005 included: Coolarne GWS, South Shore Rosmuc GWS, Carraghy
GWS, Kilbannon GWS, Knockbrack (Athenry) GWS, Bunnagippaun GWS, Cloonmore Killilane GWS,
Clontuskert (Ballinasloe) GWS, Gurteen Cloonmore GWS, Bunnahevelly Kilcurrivard GWS, Balroebuckbeg
GWS, Corbally GWS and Kilconly GWS.

LEITRIM
County Leitrim was granted d4.17 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d.25 million was for DBO con-
struction, d.5 million for DBO advance works, d.7 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d1.87 million for
connection to public mains, d200,000 for  takeover and d.65 million for small public schemes. A total of d2.8
million was drawn down to 31 December.
Work was completed on linking fice quality-deficient schemes into the North Leitrim Regional Supply . The

schemes involved were Glenboy GWS,
Glenfarne GWS, Ardmoneen/Loughross
GWS, Lisnagroagh GWS and
Ardvarley/Coolaquinn GWS. Tawnyfeakle
GWS was upgraded separately in advance
of joining the regional network.
In the extensive district between
Dromahaire and Drumkeeran, network
refurbishment has continued on
Creevelea/Killargue GWS. This larger-
than-anticipated project has created
major financial headaches for the scheme
and as of the end of 2005, moves were
underway to have it taken-in-charge by
Leitrim County Council.
The area served by Killoman GWS is typical of
much of rural Leitrim, but even in the county’s
most remote rural communities the issue of defi-
cient water quality is being comprehensively
addressed.
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MAYO
County Mayo was granted d17.5 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d4 million was for DBO construc-
tion, d6.1 million for DBO advance works, d2 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d4 million for connec-
tion to public mains, d.75 million for  takeover and d.65 million for small public schemes. A total of almost d18
million was drawn down to 31 December.
Of the 101 quality-deficient schemes listed from Mayo, 40 are being upgraded through either of two DBO proj-
ects, while the remainder are either being taken connected to public supplies or are being taken over.
In relation to the first of two DBO bundles Advance Works Contract No 1 is completed except for items on the
snag list, while  Advance Works Contract No. 2 (metering, critical mains) is well advanced and will be com-
pleted early in 2006. Tenders have been received for Advance Works Contract No 3 and a tender recommen-
dation is awaited from the Employers Representative.
Work on upgrading of Knockmore GWS prior to takeover is nearing completion. There are continuing discus-
sions within the Castlebar area regarding the takeover of Islandeady/Glenisland GWS. The following small
group schemes have been upgraded during 2005 and are being progressed for takeover – Drumsheel GWS,
Springvale GWS, Cultrasna GWS, Goulboy GWS and Kilcon GWS.
In terms of upgrading, construction is completed on several schemes, including Larganboy GWS (mains replace-
ment and metering in preparation for connection to public main), Lough Mask/Creevagh (extensive relacement of
network), Lissatava GWS (network upgrading for connection to public main),Tiernaur GWS (replacing network
and metering),Tourmakeady Extension
(new scheme) and Belcarra GWS
(mains replacement and metering for
connection to the public main).
As of 31 December 2005, construction
was ongoing at Briska (a new scheme),
Carras GWS (an amalgamation of
four privately-sourced GWS – Milford,
Pollbawn, Davros and Cloghan’s Hill –
to be connected to the public main in
early 2006), Coogue GWS, Manulla
GWS, Logboy GWS (all three are pri-
vately-sourced schemes being connect-
ed to the public main), Moyne/Meelick
(replacement of network to address
high UFW), Straide GWS (critical
mains replacement), Clongee GWS
(upgrading) and Thornhill GWS
(new scheme).

ROSCOMMON
County Roscommon was granted d3.2 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d1.32 million was for
DBO construction, d.8 million for DBO advance works, d.25 million for new schemes and upgrading work,
d80,000 for connection to public mains, d100,000 for  takeover and d.65 million for small public schemes. A
total of just over d2.4 million was drawn down to 31 December.
With the main focus of the Rural Water programme continuing on the upgrading of the water quality in the
private group water scheme sector, Roscommon County Council made considerable progress in 2005 in this
area.The consultants for the project T. J. O’Connor & Associates produced a Design Review Report on the
requirements of the schemes in early February.The main recommendations involved the rationalisation of
the twenty six private schemes into nine sub bundles and to initiate trial well drilling locations in each of
these areas to create new water sources for the schemes. In addition two small public water schemes in the
county will also be included in the bundle.There was however an additional complication of an existing DBO
contract for a disinfection process on twenty one of the schemes.This matter has now been addressed.The
contracts for the trial well drilling and testing of the proposed new sources were awarded during the end
of the year and drilling commenced this month.The procurement process for the prequalification of tenders
for the main contract involving the Design, Build and Operation of the water treatment plants has also
commenced.
During 2005, an ongoing programme of upgrading works continued on all of these schemes in preparation
for the new treatment plants.The works involved the following – implementation of universal metering on
the schemes and some minor upgrade works.To 31 December 2005 75% of the work was completed and
a target date of April 2006 should see this phase of the works finished.The upgrading works included some
critical mains replacement undertaken by some schemes and a more substantial programme of works of
this nature will be continued in 2006.
Upgrade works continued on Pollacat Springs GWS in 2005 while new schemes commenced at
Cloonarrow, Kiltycreighton, Ballyfermoyle Derrinadouglas, Cloonshreen Cloonakilla and Cloonlatieve. All
of this work was substantially completed in 2005.
Representatives from the NFGWS, individual group schemes, Roscommon County Council, T. J. O’Connor
& Associates (client’s representative on the DBO project), the Department of Environment, Heritage &
Local Government and the Project Co Ordinator met on seven occasions during the year to monitor and
initiate progress on the DBO project.
The Rural Water Monitoring Committee met on three occasions during the year.

Mayo Water Services staff pictured at the launch of the Rural Water Programme in Castlebar in February 2005.

The search for potential groundwater sources for schemes involved in the Roscommon DBO bundle was undertaken by GES Ltd of
Carlow, assisted by Bluehills consulting engineers. The 26 group schemes involved in the bundle are being rationalised into nine
sub-bundles. Drilling began in January 2006.

Committee members of Kilmeena GWS who completed the NFGWS management
training course in 2005.

NFGWS Annual Report Pamela  2/14/06  11:41  Page 34



Annual Report 2005 Page 37National Federation of Group Water SchemesPage 36

SLIGO
County Sligo was granted d7.05 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d4 million was for DBO construc-
tion,d1.5 million for DBO advance works,d.4 million for new schemes and upgrading work,d100,000 for  takeover
and d.65 million for small public schemes. A total of d8.28 million was drawn down to 31 December.
A determined effort to finally resolve water quality problems in the county was significantly advanced with the
signing of DBO contracts with Treatment Systems Services Ltd. Construction work on treatment facilities has
been progressed speedily. See DBO Reports.
Ugrading work was completed on Keelogoboy GWS and Drum East GWS during the year. Upgrading work was
also substantially completed on Culfadda GWS and Geevagh/Highwood GWS. Work also commenced on
Keash GWS and is due to be finished within the next few weeks. This scheme is hoping to secure funding for
the provision of a further 10 kilometers of pipeline during 2006.
A Preliminary Report was submitted in respect of Glackbaun GWS in December, 2005.This scheme is expect-
ed to supply approximately 90 houses.
Doo/Knockminna GWS was advised to prepare a Preliminary Report for submission to Sligo County Council
for approval. An application was also received for grant aid towards the provision of a new group scheme at
Mullaun/Cloonacool GWS.
Work commenced on Gleann/Kinnagrelly GWS in December, 2005 and is expected to be completed in
February/March 2006.
The allocation of d500,000 received under ‘takeover’ was in respect of the completion of work on the
Ballygawley GWS extensions to Ballisodare and Collooney and the takeover and upgrading of Drumfad GWS
and Monasteraden GWS.Work has been completed on the former and is due to commence within the next few
weeks in Monasteraden and Drumfad.
Construction was also completed on Ballintogher GWS and it was connected to the Sligo & Environs Scheme
and taken over by Sligo County Council. Skreen/Dromard GWS has also been taken in charge. Work on the
provision of extensions from Ballygawley to Ballisodare, Ballintogher and Collooney was substantially com-
pleted in 2005.
Under the Small Schemes Programme, small sewerage schemes were substantially completed at Cloonacool,
Aclare and Ballisodare by the end of 2005, and are expected to be completed by February, 2006.
Two meetings of the County Sligo Rural Water Monitoring Committee were held in 2005 in addition to the
Group DBO Steering Group Meetings.

Martin Corcoran (Beltra GWS), Gearóid O’Connor (Castlebaldwin GWS), Kathleen McTiernan (Sligo Rural Water Liaison Officer),
Jim Ganley (DoEHLG) and Michael Fleming (sligo GWS Federation Chairperson) pictured in Sligo County Council offices in July,
following the signing of O&M contracts for the Sligo DBO bundle.

Munster Region
CLARE
County Clare was granted d10.35 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d4.2 million was for DBO con-
struction, d1.6 million for DBO advance works, d1.8 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d.6 million for
connection to public mains, d1.5 million for  takeover and d.65 million for small public schemes. A total of just
over d7.5 million was drawn down to 31 December.
No report received.

CORK NORTH
County Cork North was granted d2.27 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d.75 million for new
schemes and upgrading work, d20,000 for connection to public mains, d.75 million for  takeover and d.75 million
for small public schemes. A total of d1.964 million was drawn down to 31 December.
There were ongoing works on several group water schemes prior to their being taken over. Taur/Glenamuckla
GWS saw the completion of Stage 1 of its upgrade, with the construction of a new reservoir and replacement
of some pipework. Stage 2 will continue these network improvements. Ballydaly GWS and Knoppogue GWS
had network replacement, while Caherduggan GWS, a new scheme, was also prepared for takeover.
In terms of wider upgrading of group water schemes, Tankardstown GWS acquired a new well and reservoir
and further works are in progress.Work on Clashaganniv GWS was largely completed in 2005 with the instal-
lation of disinfection. There was critical mains replacement and the installation of disinfection on Downing
GWS, Caherdrinny GWS, Killally GWS and Graigue GWS.
Of the 15 privately-sourced schemes that come under the terms of the water quality regulations, work has pro-
gressed on all but two. Of these, it was planned to introduce disinfection on Waterpark GWS, which has a prob-
lem with coliforms, but this did not happen due to some local opposition. Agreement to install disinfection has,
however, been reached with Kilcorran GWS and this will progress in 2006.

CORK SOUTH

County Cork South was granted d2.682 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d1.25 million for new
schemes and upgrading work, d.532 million for takeover and d.9 million for small public schemes. A total of
almost d3 million was drawn down to 31 December.
Upgrade and renewal works continued through 2005. This saw the completion of works on a number of
schemes which began their upgrades in 2004, including: Walterstown GWS (d388,000), Kilcredan GWS
(d338,000) and Ballintotis GWS (d307,000). The works comprised of mains replacement, water quality
upgrading and the provision of a reservoir. In addition, work is now complete on Farran GWS, one of the largest
schemes in Cork South (113 households). The total expenditure on the Farran upgrade was d870,000. Work
on Carrignadoura GWS has almost concluded, with an expected completion date in February 2006.

Th signing of contracts for the Clare DBO bundle took place on Friday 17 June. EPS secured the contract.
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LIMERICK
Limerick was granted d7.5 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d3 million was for DBO construc-
tion, d1.25 million for DBO advance works, d1.2 million for new schemes and upgrading work, d.4 million for
connection to public mains, d1 for takeover of schemes and d.65 million for small public schemes. A total of
d4.55 million was drawn down to 31 December.
The contractor for the DBO project, EPS Ltd., commenced the contract in October 2005. There are 18
schemes in the bundle. There is a contract period of 39 weeks for four of the schemes in the bundle and 65
weeks for the remainder.The expenditure on the allocation for the DBO was not significant in 2005 due to the
contractor being appointed in October. However, the allocation for 2006 will be spent.
There are a total of 25 contracts under the enabling/advance works for the DBO project.
These consist of 14 metering contracts, 6 pipeline contracts, 3 reservoirs and 2 booster pumps. In 2005 the
Ballybricken GWS universal metering contract was completed and the reservoir in Kileedy GWS.Tender doc-
uments and reports were carried out for the remainder with the majority of the works to be completed in 2006.
The allocation for the takeover of schemes of d1 million was fully drawn down from the DoEHLG in 2005.The
schemes in this programme where works were carried out were Newbridge/Cooltomin GWS, Coolcappagh
GWS, Creeves GWS, Inch St Laurence GWS, Tullig South GWS and Carnane GWS (Phase 3).
The new schemes and upgrading programme was very progressive.The total allocation for 2005 was d1.2 mil-
lion. Upgrades were made on Croagh/Farrandonnelly GWS, Cappagh GWS (Phase 1 &2), Kileedy GWS,
Glenroe GWS, Coshma GWS and Carnane GWS (Phase 2).
There were two new schemes constructed; Ballyneety GWS and Fanningstown GWS. The total allocation
under this heading was drawn down from the DoEHLG.
The allocation in relation to connecting schemes to public mains was not spent due to lack of interest by group
schemes.
There were five meetings of the Rural Water Monitoring Committee.

TIPPERARY NORTH
Tipperary North was granted d1.6 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d.6 million was for new
schemes and upgrading work, d.25 million for takeover of schemes and d.75 million for small public schemes.
A total of d2.3 million was drawn down to 31 December.

The focus for 2006 will be for the completion of upgrades on Ahiohill GWS, Nohoval GWS,Ballykilty GWS,
Kilvoultra GWS and Codrum GWS, all of which are underway. In addition, Ballykilty and Clonpriest GWS are
currently at the design stage. Planning for Phase 2 of thge upgrade on Ballyglass GWS is underway and
contruction will commence in 2006.
Cork South RWMC met quarterly in 2005, one week prior to the meeting of the divisional committee.

CORK WEST
County Cork West was granted d2.35 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d.9 million for new schemes
and upgrading work,d.7 million for takeover and d.75 million for small public schemes. A total of almost d1.776
million was drawn down to 31 December.
West Cork had eight quality-deficient schemes which come under the terms of the Water Quality Directive.The
first of these to achieve compliance was Rossmore GWS (21 houses), where disinfection was installed during
2004. In 2005 disinfection facilities were installed on Derricriveen, Bere Island GWS (19 houses) and on
Caheragh GWS (35 houses) where there was also an upgrade of the network prior to takeover. Inishbeg GWS
(a publicly-sourced scheme) was taken over following the installation of new pipework. Of the remaining qual-
ity-deficient private schemes, most are in the process of being taken over.The schemes involved are:
Ardacluggan/Caherkeen GWS (85 houses), to be connected to the public main from Eyeries.
Ballydonegan/Allihies  GWS (72 houses) (on completion of takeover application form will have necessary
treatment facilities installed prior to takeover).
Crosterra, Glengarriff GWS (25 houses), work underway on installation of treatment facilities and scheme
then to be taken over.
Inishmore/Inchabeg GWS (19 houses), work to commence shortly on installing proper disinfection facilities
prior to takeover.
Ballingurteen GWS (20 houses). The pipe network has been upgraded and proper treatment facilities are to
be put in.To be taken over on completion.
During 2005 new GWS were established at Breenybeg and Raheenroe (both with CLÁR assistance), Drisheen,
Clashmore and Dromgarriff 2.

KERRY
Kerry was granted d3.22 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d1.4 million was for new schemes and
upgrading work, d70,000 for connection to public mains, d1.1 for takeover of schemes and d.65 million for
small public schemes. A total of d3.27 million was drawn down to 31 December.
There are currently 97 publicly-sourced and 101 privately-sourced group water schemes, 11 of which are quality-
deficient private schemes under the terms of the Water Quality Directive. Of the 11 quality deficient private
schemes identified, progress has been made in all but two, Ballagh/Beaufort GWS and Tonevane/Slieve GWS.
In 2005, d70.000 was received to connect these group schemes to the public mains. However, due to ongoing
discussions, the money was not spent. It is still hoped to connect both. Of the other nine schemes:
1. Inch Foildaun GWS is complete
2.The takeover and connection to the public main is almost complete in Dooneen GWS.
3. Work is well underway in the takeover of Ballintermon GWS (a new well source has been bored and the
pipeline, reservoir and treatment works will be complete by mid 2006).
4. The takeover of Coolcorcoran GWS is at an advanced stage with most of the pipework connecting to the
public mains having been completed.
5/6. Work should also be complete this year on treatment works at Kells GWS & Bonane GWS.
7. Most of the works in the takeover process are complete at Lyranes GWS.
8.The takeover and the move to an alternative source is being negotiated at Tuosist GWS.
9.Tenders have been prepared for works at Lougher GWS.

During 2005, 28 group schemes were completed and another 15 schemes commenced and are currently under
construction. Applications were received for a further 27 new schemes which are to commence in 2006.
In 2005 an allocation of d1.1million was received for refurbishment works to be carried out on group scheme
infrastructure prior to takeover. Kerry County Council continues its policy of facilitating the takeover of
schemes, which can often be a protracted process. This involves pipe relaying, pump and treatment upgrades,
mapping of lands and wayleave, land search and land transfer, and financial and legal issues. There are
currently in the region of 30 schemes involved in the process of being taken over by Kerry County Council.The
takeover of the Ballydunlea GWS and Gortdromasillihy/Tubbertureen GWS was completed in 2005. A new
Rural Water Monitoring Committee was formed in January 2005. The committee held three meetings in 2005. Representatives of most of the Limerick scheme taking part in the DBO project, pictured in Adare on 16 June when the contracts

with EPS (Mallow) were signed. A total of 18 schemes are taking part in this project.
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Nine schemes saw investment in linking them to public supplies as part of being taken in charge. Work on
Portland Lorrha GWS commenced in 2005 at a cost of more than d.25 million. A further d190,000 was spent
on the takover of Ballycasey GWS, Borrisokane. Investment in the remaining seven schemes ranged from
d2,000 to more than d70,000 in the case of Lordspark, Rathcabbin GWS and almost d90,000 in the case of
Kilbiller, Coolbawn. The smaller investments were in Grawn,Toomevara GWS, Garranmona, Newtown GWS,
Lisheenbrien, Portroe GWS, Ballyhogan GWS and Scrageen, Newport GWS.
Under the upgrade heading, more than d330,000 was spent on works on the following schemes:

d

Rathfalla, Nenagh GWS Mains upgrade 22,729
Plunkett St, Nenagh GWS  Pumping equipment 34,000
Patrickswell GWS (Phase 2) New reservoir & rising mains 52,209
Patrickswell GWS (Phase 3) Mains upgrade 130,131
Castleough GWS Plumbing equipment 3,593
Newhill/Leigh GWS Mains upgrade 25,000
Ballycuddymore GWS Plumbing equipment 884
Cunnahurt/Knockalton GWS Mains replacement 54,303
Old Road, Birdhill GWS Pumping equipment 1,079
Moyne, Thurles GWS Treatment equipment upgrade 51,000
Ballygibbon, Nenagh GWS Pumping equipment 2,080
Carriganagh GWS Development of new source 5,500
A new privately-sourced GWS was constructed at Longfordpass, Thurles, while four new publicly-sourced
schemes were established.

TIPPERARY SOUTH
Tipperary South was granted d1.11 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d.4 million was for new
schemes and upgrading work, d90,000 for takeover of schemes and d.65 million for small public schemes. A
total of just over d1.1 million was drawn down to 31 December.
Works were carried out on Fennor GWS, Urlingford in 2005.These works included installation of a new well
and pumping system, the demolition of an existing pumphouse and replacing same, along with the installation
of a disinfection system. Approximately d115,000 was spent on this upgrade in 2005.
In 2006 it is hoped to complete upgrades on the following schemes: Fennor GWS, phase 2 - new reservoir;
Urard GWS (installation of UV filtration system); Cloughaleigh GWS and Currakeal GWS (both requiring
new water mains); Kilcoran GWS (refurbishment of existing pumphouse, new access road and installation of
disinfection).

WATERFORD
Waterford was granted d.95 million under the RWP in 2005, of which sum d100,000 was for new schemes
and upgrading work, d100,000 for takeover of schemes and d.75 million for small public schemes. A total of
d1 million was drawn down to 31 December.
There have been no takeover of privately-sourced schemes in 2005, but the council is committed to upgrading
and taking-in-charge Ballymacaw GWS and works are likely to start in 2006. There are three other groups
which fall within the terms of the Water Quality Regulations and of these, Waterford County Council is dis-
cussing an upgrade and taking-in-charge strategy with Ross Kildermody GWS.The others, Ballydurn GWS and
Monaminane GWS are expected to pursue minor upgrades.
The following GWS were completed in 2005, all extensions off public mains: Portally GWS (14 houses),
Gaultiere Cross (8 houses) and Killoteran (5 houses).

*The above Regional Reports were largely supplied by Rural Water Liaison Officers/Senior
Engineers in the local authorities.The NFGWS greatly appreciates all co-operation in this regard.
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CARLOW
Ballinabranna (4971 R)
St. Mullins Parish (5165 R)

CAVAN
Annagh (5134 R)
Ballymachugh (3470 R)
Billis (3597 R)
Bruskey and Killadoon [3609 R] 
Bunnoe (3877 R)
Castlerahan/Mountnugent/
Munterconnacht (5225 R)
Claragh Lane (5401 R)
Clifferna (3364 R)
Corlough (5291 R)
Crossdoney (3742 R)
Crosserlough (3628 R)
Currin  [5371 R]
Dernakesh (3672 R
Derryvony (5390 R)
Doobally (5336R)
Drumkeery (5178 R)
Drumlomman (5097 R)
Erne Valley [5377 R]
Farmoyle/Barraghy (see Monaghan)
Gartylough (3619 R)
Glangevlin (5084 R)
Gowlan (5125 R)
Kildallon (3733 R)
Killinkere Cross (5222 R)
Kilsherdany (5035 R)
L.B.B.T (5395 R)
Milltown (3673 R)
Mountain Lodge (Tullyinchin) (3608 R)
Quivvy (5369 R)
Vale (3544 R)
West Cavan Alliance (5361 R)

CLARE
Cahersherkin (3748 R)
Cree Clonina (5274 R)
Dysert & Toonagh (3679 R)
Feighroe (Kilmaley/Inagh) (3349 R)
Killone (3979 R)
Leitrim/Shyan/Clonreddan (4962 R)
Lissycasey (3348 R)
Raheen (5233 R)

CORK
Ahiohill (5392 R)
Ballinguyroe & Tankardstown (5204 R)
Carriganleigh (5105 R)
Carrignadoura/Cahir (5334R)
Clonpriest/Ballymadog (5282 R)
Curraglass,The (5330R)
Farran (5287 R)
Kilally (5096 R)
Walterstown (5246 R)

DONEGAL
Bunn (5110 R)
Desertegney (3670 R)
Glenfin (3386 R)

GALWAY
Anbally & District (5255 R)
Annaghdown (4970 R)

Ardaun & Dooroy (5252 R)
Ardour Ratesh (4997 R)
Ballinakill (5086 R)
Ballyglass/Fiddane (5231 R)
Barnaderg (4715 R)
Belclare (4932 R)
Boyounagh-Ballyedmond (3334 R))
Brierfield (5169 R)
Bullaun (5253 R)
Caherdine/Caherdevane (4990 R)
Caherlistrane (3662 R)
Carnmore No. 1 (5229 R)
Carra/Carramore (5322)
Carraghy (5205 R)
Carras (4938 R)
Carrowmoreknock (5161 R)
Castletaylor (5315R)
CBC (5307R)
Claran (5069 R)
Cloghaun/Castlebay (5018 R)
Cloonkeen/Toomard (5251 R)
Cloonatleva (5160 R)
Cloonluane (5047 R)
Coalpits (5351R)
Cloonmore/Killilane (5391 R)
Derrygimla (5344R)
Derrydonnell (5271 R)
Feigh East/West (5007 R)
Gallagh (3325 R)
Ganty (5247 R)
Garrymore (5356R)
Gortanuera (5342R)
Gortbeg,Ballinastack,Doonbeg (4991 R)
Grange (5298 R)
Gurteen/Cloonmore (5309R)
Kilbannon (5009 R)
Kilconly (5108 R)
Kiltevna (5135 R)
Kiltiernan (5327R)
Knockmaskehill (5144 R)
Kylemore-Abbey (5163 R)
Lecarrow/Cooloo (4758 R)
Lettergesh/Mullaghgloss (5335R)
Lisheenavalla & District (5000 R)
Loggawannia (5019 R)
Lowville (5278 R)
Menlough/Skehana (3316 R)
Milltown Community (5201 R)
Moyglass (5220 R)
Mullacuttera & District (5006 R)
Peterswell (5088 R)
Rathgorgan (5355R)
Rinn/Killeeneen (5293 R)
Slievefinn/Cregg (5219 R)
Toberowen/Lissybroder (5373 R)
Toberroe (5062 R)
Tonegurrane/Dungriffin (4972 R)

KERRY
Asdee (5248 R)
Ballintorman (5292 R)
Bonane (4975 R)
Glennagalt (5056 R)

KILDARE
Barrowhouse (5016 R)
Kilteel (5213 R)

KILKENNY
Ballycallan Muintir (3859 R)
Ballymac (5117 R)
Bawnmore (4989 R)
Caherleske, Coolagh (4960 R)
Castlewarren (5071 R)
Clifden (5311R)
Cuffes Grange (5010 R)
Drakelands (5181 R)
Graine (4924 R)
Kilree (5314R)
Kilrush (5297 R)
Lacken Rathmoyle (5027 R)
Newtown (5183 R)
Tubrid Lower (5157 R)
Windgap (4973 R)

LAOIS
Ballacolla (5101 R)
Ballybrophy (5280 R)
Ballypickas (5264 R)
Clonkeen (5318R)
Cullohill (3533 R)
Donaghmore (5257 R)
Errill (5386 R)
Rock,The (5290 R)

LEITRIM
Ardagh/Rooskey (5333R)
Ardvoley-Killavoggy (5176 R)
Aughawillan (3666 R)
Aughnasheelin (5263 R)
Ballinaglera (5237 R)
Carrigallen (3730 R)
Coolcrieve/Lismoyle (5212 R)
Corrawallen (5186 R)
Creevelea/Killargue (5152 R)
Fearglass (5153 R)
Glenboy/Glenfarne (5276 R)
Glencar (5175 R)
Gortconnellan (5199 R)
Gortletteragh (5177 R)
Gortnaragh, Drumgowla (5269 R)
Gorvagh Drumlowan (5209 R)
Killoman (5061 R)
Leckaun (5256 R)
Loughside (5195 R)
Tarmon (5200 R)
Tawneyfeakle (5294 R)

LIMERICK
Baggotstown (4436 R)
Ballinvreena (5098 R)
Ballybricken (4652 R)
Ballyduff (5362 R)
Ballyorgan (5304 R)
Ballyshonick (4945 R)
Barnagh-Glendarrough (5211 R)
Bulgaden (5261 R)
Caherline/Newtown (5146 R)
Cappagh (4472 R)
Clovers (4951 R)
Coshma (4942 R)
Croagh and Farrandonnelly (5359 R)
Feohanagh/Castlemahon (3508 R)
Glenbrohane (4571 R)

Glenstal (5156 R)
Grannagh (4413 R)
Inch-St Laurence (4601 R)
Kilfinny (4649 R)
Killeedy (4887 R)
Knockainey (4434 R)
Lough Gur (4754 R)
Shanagarry (4540 R)

LONGFORD
Derawley/Monaduff (3740 R)
Fostra (5236 R)
Lough Gowna (3469 R)

LOUTH
Tullyallen (4956 R)
Mountain Park (5223 R)

MAYO
Ayle (5312R)
Ballyglass/Carnacon (5102 R)
Bekan & District (5083 R)
Belcarra Community (3692 R)
Belderrig (5319R)
Bofeenaun (5003 R)
Bohola (3612 R)
Brackloon/Spaddagh (5151 R)
Burrishoole (5049 R)
Callow (3734 R)
Carra (5283 R)
Carras (4938 R)
Cloongullane (3691 R)
Cloonlee (5075 R)
Cloonmore Cloonlavish (5032 R)
Collacoon (5239 R)
Coogue (5162 R)
Cornalasson/Caggle (5171 R)
Cornboy (5065 R)
Cregduff (5079 R)
Cregganbaun (5187 R)
Cuilmore (5092 R)
Cullentragh/Knockroe (5082 R)
Curraghmore (5346R)
Derrycorrib/Doohoma (5118 R)
Derryvohey (5048 R)
Devlis-Coolnafarna (5368 R)
Drum/Binghamstown (5320R)
Drummin (5228 R)
Drumsheen (5339R)
Emlybeg-Ardmore (5235 R)
Fahy/Kilmaclasser (5343R)
Fallduff (4974 R)
Farrangerode Quignamanger (3944 R)
Glencorrib (5299 R)
Glenhest (4982 R)
Gurteen/Carrowkeel (5164 R)
Hollymount and Kilrush (5059 R)
Holywell (5402 R)
Irishtown/Woodstock (5095 R)
Keelogues (3627 R)
Keenagh (5396 R)
K.F. [Facefield, Claremorris] (5281 R)
Kilgalligan (5279 R)
Killasser (3315 R)
Killaturley (4977 R)
Kilmovee/Urlaur (5215 R)
Kilmeena (5109 R)
Knockinaukill (5184 R)
Knockmore (3693 R)
Lacken North (5398 R)

Lahardane (5316R)
Lavallyroe/Johnstown (5159 R)
Lissatava (5120 R)
Logboy (5052 R)
Loughanemon/Ballinasmalla (5399 R)
Loughanaveany (3760 R)
Lough Mask-Creevagh (5123 R)
Loughta (5063 R)
Mayo Abbey (5170 R)
Meelick (5230 R)
Midfield (4786 R)
Oiligh (5196 R)
Oxford/Kiltimagh (5234 R)
Parke (5129 R)
Rahard (5374 R)
Rathkell (5262 R)
Rathnacreeva (5270 R)
Robeen (4979 R)
Rossport (5197 R)
Roy Bingham (5295 R)
Shammer (5012 R)
Shraheen/Aughagower (5198 R)
Straide (5166 R)
Tavneena (5337R)
Tooreen/Aghamore (5068 R)
Treenkeel Treenlaur (5241 R)
Woodfield Ballure (5240 R)

MEATH
Kilcloon (5302 R)
Meath Hill (5112 R)
Rathmoylon (5210 R)

MONAGHAN
Aughnashalvey (5011 R)
Churchill & Oram (5089 R)
Corduff/Corracharra (5072 R)
Donaghmoyne (5107 R)
Doohamlet (5030 R)
Drumgole (5182 R)
Farmoyle/Barraghy (3658 R) 

(partly in Cavan)
Glaslough-Tyholland (3844 R)
Killanny & Reaghstown (3818 R) 
(partly in Louth)
Magheracloone (3593 R)
Stranooden (3830 R)
Truagh (3834 R)
Tydavnet (3835 R)

OFFALY
Ballykilleen (4625 R)
Esker (5366 R)

ROSCOMMON
Annaghmore/Corrastira (4961 R)
Ardkeenagh Tulsk (5015 R)
Ballymacurley (3841 R)
Brusna (5254 R)
Carane (5005 R)
Carnalasson/Caggle (5171 R)
Carnane (5313R)
Clooncullane/Clooncunny (5121 R)
Clooneygrasson (5149 R)
Clooneyquinn (5389 R)
Croghan (3819 R)
Derryphatten (5124 R)
Donamon (5036 R)
Four Mile House (5070 R)
Gorthaganny (4913 R)

Mullymux Munsboro (5080 R)
Ogulla (5122 R)
Pollacat Springs (Polecat) (5119 R)
Rathcarren [5353R]
Rathmore-Ballinderry (5383 R)
Shadlough (5217 R)
Tarten, Scurmore, Lisphilip (5277 R)

SLIGO
Beltra (5268 R)
Benbulben (5226 R)
Castlebaldwin (3729 R)
Castletown (5349R)
Corrick (5091 R)
Culfadda (5179 R)
Doongeela (5188 R)
Drum East (5232 R)
Keash (3620 R)
Keelogyboy (5393 R)
Monasteraden (3793 R)

TIPPERARY
Carrigahorig/Milford (5145 R)
Cunnahurt/Knockalton (5206 R)
Drombane (4573 R)
Elmhill (5127 R)
Garrynamona/Cormackstown (5317R)
Kilbarron (5099 R)
Laha (5224 R)

WESTMEATH
Ballybroder/Ballycallaghan (5054 R)
Cloncrave (4921 R)
Multyfarnham (4824 R)

WEXFORD
Ballymoney (5023 R)
Blackstairs (5081 R)
Borrmount (5216 R)
Kilanerin (5014 R)
Knockina (5331R)
Mullawn (5332R)

WICKLOW
Askinagap (5367 R)
Baltyboys (5296 R)
Gormanstown/Kildare (3840 R)
Oldcourt (5288 R)

Note:
Bruskey Killadoon GWS [3609 R] and
Gartylough GWS [3619 R] were can-
celled on amalgamation as Erne Valley
GWS [5377 R].

* This list was compiled with the help
of the Registrar of Friendly Societies
and the staff of ICOS. The NFGWS
thanks both for their assistance.

Appendix 1

GWS registered as co-operatives to 31 December 2005
Those in bold were registered in 2005, while schemes in italics were deregistered in 2005.
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The National Federation of Group Water Schemes Society Ltd

SOCIETY INFORMATION AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2005

BOARD MEMBERS
Brendan O’Mahony – Chairperson
Michael John Kilgannon – Vice-Chairperson
Tony Prendiville – Secretary
Vincent Farrelly – Joint Treasurer
Paddy Ward – Joint Treasurer
Noel Carroll
Joe Harte
John Heslin
Mac Boyd
Jimmy Walsh
Tom Burke
John O’Donnell
Gerald McCarthy

REGISTERED NUMBER
4959R

BUSINESS ADDRESS
C/O ICOS,
Plunkett House
84 Merrion Square
Dublin 2

AUDITORS
McArdle, Cassidy, McQuaid
27 North Road
Monaghan

BANKERS
Allied Irish Bank
31 Main Street
Carrickmacross
County Monaghan

SOLICITORS
O’Connor Solicitors
Clare Street
Dublin

The National Federation of Group Water Schemes Society Ltd

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION

OF GROUP WATER SCHEMES SOCIETY LTD

I have audited the financial statements in accordance with approved Auditing Standards and in
compliance with the Industrial and Provident Societies Act 1893 to 1978. I have obtained all the
information and explanations I considered necessary.

In my opinion, the accounts which have been prepared under the historical cost convention give a
true and fair view of the Society’s affairs as at 31 December 2005, and of its surplus of funds for
the year ended on that date.

The books, deeds and documents which are in agreement with the accounts have been duly
vouched and I find them to be correct and in accordance with law.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Eamonn McArdle
McArdle, Cassidy, McQuaid 3 February 2006

Chartered Accountants
Registered Auditors 27 North Road

Monaghan
County Monaghan
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The National Federation of Group Water Schemes Society Ltd

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2005

2005 2004
a a a a

Income
Affiliation fees 226,162 232,474
Training fees 32,150 16,500
Advertising 24,256 18,894
DOE grant 377,772 397,565
FAS grant – Training 18,900 99,300
Deposit Interest Received 18 6
Insurance Refund Received 852 -
Redundancy Rebate Received 5,105 -

685,215 764,739

Expenditure
Wages and salaries 337,244 314,692
Redundancy Payments 15,000 -
County Federation contributions 485 3,834
Registration fee – Friendly Societies 1,185 2,406
Insurance 2,931 3,377
Honorarium 4,500 4,500
Light & Heat 2,678 2,048
Repairs and maintenance 4,480 2,840
Office rental & meeting rooms 31,088 28,711
Travel, accommodation & subsistence 79,231 98,405
Conference costs 11,342 58,194
Stationary 7,816 14,941
Printing & advertising 24,805 27,426
Design of Website 650 845
Upgrading of computer system 2,850 9,088
Postage, telephone & delivery 31,248 30,841
Stamp Duty - 139
Training costs 26,324 26,179
Accountancy fees 4,299 4,598
Audit fees 3,025 3,025
Bank charges 500 670
National Source Protection Pilot 191,500 -
Sundry expenses - 279
Affiliation fees 8,544 15,744
Depreciation on fixtures, fittings 14,436 13,535
& equipment

(806,161) (666,317)

Excess/(Deficit) of Income over Expenditure (120,946) 98,422

The financial statements were approved by the board of members on 15 February 2006 and signed on its behalf by
the following members.

Brendan O’Mahony - Chairperson Tony Prendiville – Secretary

The National Federation of Group Water Schemes Society Ltd

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2005
2005 2004

Notes a a a a

Fixed assets
Tangible assets 1 74,942 82,473

Current assets
Debtors 2 486 486

Cash at bank and in hand 223,154 331,973

223,640 332,459

Creditors: amounts falling
due within one year 3 (34,058) (29,463)

Net current assets 189,582 302,996

Total assets less current liabilities 264,524 385,469

Capital and reserves
Called up share capital 4 497 497

Income and expenditure account 5 264,524 384,972

Shareholders’ funds – equity interests 264,524 385,469

The financial statements were approved by the board of members on 15 February 2006 and signed on its behalf

by the following members.

Brendan O’Mahony – Chairperson Tony Prendiville – Secretary
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The National Federation of Group Water Schemes Society Ltd

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2005

1. Tangible fixed assets Office furniture
and fittings

a

Cost
At 1 January 2005 108,590

Additions 6,905

As at 31 December 2005 115,495

Depreciation
At 1 January 2005 26,117

Charge for the year 14,436

At 31 December 2005 40,553

Nett book value
At 31 December 2005 74,942

At 31 December 2004 82,473

2. Debtors 2005 2004
a a

Trade debtors 486 486

486 4,157

The National Federation of Group Water Schemes Society Ltd

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2005

3. Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 2005 2004
a a

Other creditors 19,098 4,271

Accruals and deferred income 14,960 25,192

34,058 29,463

Included in ‘other creditors’ are amounts relating to taxation, as follows:

PAYE/PRSI Control Account 19,098 4,271

4.Share capital 2005 2004
a a

Authorised
100,000 Ordinary Shares of a1.269738 each 126,974 126,974

Allotted and called up
391 Ordinary Shares of a1.269738 each 497 497

5. Statement of movements on income & expenditure account Income &
Expenditure 

Account
a

Retained income at 1 January 2005 384,973

Retained income for the year (120,946)

Retained income at 31 December 2005 264,027
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The National Federation of Group Water Schemes Society Ltd

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2005

6. Fixtures, Fittings & Equipment
Fixtures, Fittings and Equipment consist of the following:

As at Depreciation Additions As at
1/1/2005 31/12/05

a a a a

Portacabin 2,498 (368) – 2,130

Sundry fixtures, fittings & equipment 3,791 (465) – 2,326

Computers& related equipment 31,604 (5,267) – 26,337

Office furniture 13,065 (2,178) – 10,887

Office equipment 19,329 (3,222) – 16,107

Fax 1,008 (168) – 840

TV/Video/Camera 3,988 (652) – 3,336

Laboratory Equipment 3,516 (586) – 2,930

Camera 1,343 (192) – 1,151

Office Furniture 1,694 (242) – 1,452

Printer 178 (26) – 152

Computer Equipment 1,455 (208) – 1,247

Computer Equipment (229) 1,835 1,606

Photocopier (225) 1,800 1,575

Telephone System (14) 115 101

Laptop Computer (200) 1,597 1,397

Laptop Computer (195) 1,557 1,362

90,669 (13,534) 5,337 82,469
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